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N to their performances, makes 7 
it requiſite for me to ſay. ſome; 
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thing on introducing the follow- 
ing ſheets to the public; and as 
long preſaces are in general of lit- 
tle eſtimation amongſt the read- 


ers of books of entertainment, I 


will treſpaſs as little upon their 


patience as poſſible. 


To excite virtue, depreſs vice, 
and ridicule folly, is as much the 


buſineſs of the Noveliſt, as it is 
the deſign of the Drama; and 
though the former cannot, like 
the dramatic writer, repreſent his 


ſcenes 


44 * 
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ſoenes to the Senſes, yet it is in 


his power to ſet his characters inn 
ſuch a light, as to ſtrike he 
Minds of his readers, in a very 
forcible manner, with the virtues 


he would have them imitate, or 3 


the errors he would wiſh them 


to amend. But our preſent no- 


vel writers ſeem to have little elſe ._ 


in view than to amuſe their read 
ers; or, if they have any deſigg | 
to inſtruct them, they gili the 
pill ſo very thick, that all itsla» | } 
tent good qualities are deſtroyed, 


5 or 
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or its effects prevented. To mix 
pleaſure with inſtruction, 1s cer- 
tainly the moſt efficacious me- 
thod a writer can take, to render 
his labours agreeable to his read- 
ers. All I ſhall ſay of the follow- 
ing petit pertormance is, that I 
have endeavoured: to make the 
Author leſs conſpicuous than the 


anmoral. 


'Ira bluſh ſhould ariſe on the 


"rey of conſcious vice, or a 
ſenſe of ſhame be awakened, in | 
- Ha the 
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the boſom of folly, on peruſing 
any of the characters exhibited 
in this performance, my intenti- 
ons will be anſwered, and there 
are hopes that ſuch are not incu- 
rable. In this age of Magazines 
and C bronicles, the Cacoethes Scri- 
bendi hath infected the town ſo 


much, that almoſt every ſhop, or 


workroom, harbours an author, and 
gentlemen of the file, now leare 
their more uſeful labour at the 


vice, and toil to Poliſb periods, . 
When ſuch gentlemen aſſume the 


pen, 
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pen, I hope it will not be deem- 
ed vanity, if I decline ſtanding 
as candidate for literary fame, and 
declare myſelf not deſirous of 


ſharing with them the honours 


that may be beſtowed on their 
labours: but though I profeſs 


myſelf careleſs of fame, I am 
not callous to contempt; and 
ſhould be plcaſed to hear critics 
fay, that though the fer formance 
claims no panegyric, yet the de- 
en of it merits ſome Pi 
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PREFACT im 
| Politicians will find nothing in 
this little work that will gratify 


N 


their malevolence, nor has my 
pen been employed to paragon 
the wiſdom of the preſent miniſ- 
try. ---In ſhort; ſtate affairs 1 is not 
the ſubject of the following pages; 


neither have I drawn upon my 
ſpectable a body as the clergy, by 


! invading the rich province of re- 
1 ligion . 


ſelf the enmity of ſo large and re- | 
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But not to detain my readers 
any longer, nor weaken their en- 


tertainment by anticipating their 
expectations, I now refer them to 
the performance itſelf, if they 


*: ſhould not be prejudiced againſt 
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it, by deeming what they have | 
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re read as bloſſoms of weeds, 
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* EN Sable coat, whoſe venerable. Ms 4 
A N rents confeſt a life of buſineſs, 5 SW 
KERRI and a length of years, long had © 1 bs 
hung ſole tenant of a wardrobe; till a gay 
white coat with care was uſheredin, ag 
laid at decent length : when lo! with 5 25 "2 i 
mortal voice, and ſounds articulate, Sable > * 1 
was thus heard to addreſs the l 2 NM A | 
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„Thy preſence, ſpark, warns me of 
my approaching diſſolution; but when 
] caſt a retroſpect over my former life, 
and behold thy native purity and un- 
blemiſhed form, I cannot but pity the - 
many and various misfortunes thou art, 
in all probability heir to.”--To whom, 
White, „And when I behold thy 
queer ſhape and ruſtic aſpect, I can- 
not but return thy pity, and offer up 
my prayers againſt longevity.“--Sable, 
> - replied, <« Boy, know that the depreda- 
i tions of time, and the unſeemly appea- 
rance of induſtry, are not proper ſub- 
jects of ridicule: were it poſſible thou 
couldſt foreſee the train of misfortunes, 
which in the courſe of thy exiſtence, 
and revolutions of thy fortune, thou 
wiuo.ill be ſubject to, that gay and happy 
$8 mien would be changed to a gloomy 
ey | + 20 
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and melancholly aſpect.“ Here White 
bowed humility, craved the ſage's par- 
don, and ſupplicated his advice in the 
conduct of his life. Sable, finding it a 
coat of manners, and pleaſed with the 
deference paid to his importance, thus 
anſwered, « To give advice is eaſy, but to 
profit by it is difficult; I will therefore 
(if thou haſt patience to liſten) rehearſe | 
to thee the viciſſitudes of my fortune, 
from my firſt formation to this time, ſo 
that thou mayſt profit by my misfor- 
tunes, and learn to bear thy lot, (what⸗ ; 
e're it may be) with patience and "yy 1 
ſignation; and believe me thou wilt 
have occaſion for philoſophy.“ White 
politely expreſſing his deſire to be in- 
formed of the ſage's life, he thus pro- 
ceeded : When! contemplate the ſcenes, 
I have experienced, and meditate + 
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the vile ſchemes I have been obliged 


merit and reputation aroſe from my 
cloſe attachment to them, my very 
threads bluſh at the indignity. Here 


and White, 'tis thought, laughed in 
his ſleeve. After a pauſe of ſome 
minutes----Sable thus opened the rela- 
tion of his adventures. : 


the æra of my formation, at which 
time I was called to this ſtate as a 
= .fymbol of forrow, (formed by R J 
= _- -{Killful hand) for the ufe of a com- 


him, in the ſenate houſe, have J ſeen 
the beſt heads have the worſt hearts, 
and fallacious eloquence ſilence truth, 


to countenance in thoſe whoſe ole 


Sable was heard to ſigh moſt piteuoſly, 


The death of a late Princeſs was 


moner of diſtinguiſhed abilities. With 


when 
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when dehvered in ſimplicity of lan- 
guage : but being naturally of a vo- 
latile diſpoſition, this life of idleneſs, . 
for it was ſeldom I appeared in pub- 
he, grew irkſome to me, and 1 lan- 
guithed to ſee the world. My wiſhes 
were at length gratified; the limited 
time of mourning being expired, I was | 
diſpoſed of to a favourite domeſtic, 4 
who ſoon after, for a ſmall conſide- * 
ration, conſigned me over to Mr. ----, 
a merchant in Monmouth-Street. 


* 


Here properly I may ſay I began to 
exiſt; my heart dilated with joy at 
the proſpect of ſeeing life, and aſſo:; 
ciating with the various characters that — 
viſit this place. 
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I was ſoon introduced by my new 
owner to the claſs of occaſional gen- 


rlemen, each of whom I had the mor- 


tiication to ſee frequently depart from 
our priſon of duſt and moths, and 
enjoy liberty and freſh air ; many ob- 
jecting to me on account of my ſize, 
which was then far above the com- 
mon, though now, as you may ſee, be- 
low it, having lately been curtailed 
by the degrading ſciſſars of a botcher, 
and refuſed by more from my colour. 
At length an Iriſh footman, after be- 
ing diſappointed by the whole claſs 
of Beaus, who were not equal to his 
Herculean breadth of ſhoulders, de- 


termined to appear in a character of 


»gravity, and fallied forth with me on 
his back. 


* 
84 


Various 


© 


8 


«a BLACK COAT 


Various were my conjectures where 
this enterprizing genius was Carry - 
ing me, nor was I quite free from 
fear of receiving ſtripes, from the te- 
merity of my adventurer ; for T con- 
cluded it was not an expedition ſquar- 
ed by the rules of right altogether; 
eſpecially as many of our communt=- 
ty frequently brought home with them 


marks of various diſaſters, ſometimes 


being dragged through a horſe-pond, 


at other times rolled in a kennel, be- 
ſides numberleſs canings and kickings, - 


and were generally afterwards deli- 
vered over to the inhumanity of a 
ſcowerer, who impaired us more, with 
the variety of bruſhes he tormented 
us with, than a whole year of ſervice. 
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But I was ſurprized, and not a little 


nagers of the theatres ; the door be- 
Ing opened, this worthy member of 
the party-coloured ſociety, was in- 
troguced to the manager, and my 
cars of a drubbing ſubſided. The 
ceremony of ſalutation being ended, 
my conductor was deſired to open his 
: buſineſs, which he did, with a ge- 
= > nuine Munſter accent, in the follow- 
| ing words, as near as I can remem - 
ber; - © Sir, finding myſelf capact- 


my internal figure, and other qualifi- 
cations, Tam come to offer you the 


thanks 


pleaſed, when I found this bold ſparks! -” 
; knock at the door of one of the ma- 


fated to appear upon the ſtage from 


refuſal of me, in deference to the other 
houſe.” The manager expreſſed his 
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thanks for the favour he intended him, 
and requeſted him to name the cha- 


racers he thought he was the molt 
capable to pan «© Look you, Mr. 
-----, ſays this Hibernian Roſcius, let 
us firſt ſettle the ſallary you are wil- 
ling to give me, for tis not my way 
to take a certainty for an wncertainty.” 
The manager remonſtrated that it was 


impoſſible to offer any fallary before 


he was acquainted with his merit. 


Our hero replicd, “ Why there is Mr. 
think F am not /aperizr to him 
in any thing, and he has, I am told, 
1000]. a year; therefore I won'd not 
ask more for the firſt year.“ ol. 
a year, (replied the manager) may 
not be equal to your merit ; Mr. ----- 
is a favourite of the town, and that 


is one reaſon of his being paid fo 


Big. much. 
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much. --- By the almighty heavens! 
exclaimed the Munſter hero, I ſhall 
be as great a favourite as he, with all 
the ladies ſoon, for J am as well pro- 
portioned a man as he is, and I don't 
care a fig for him.” ---Upon my word, 
Sir, ſays the manager, I believe you 
wou'd beat him; but Sir, I believe 
you have made a imall miſtake,---As 
how ? ---- replied the Hibernian ge- 
nius ;”---- Why Sir, you have miſtaken 
the houſe, Mr. Broughton lives in the 


Hay-market, where, if you will give 


yourſelf the trouble to call upon him, 


you may perhaps meet with encou- 
ragement on his amphitheatre,----- - 
„Why you little Crature, replied 
Teague, I have a great mind to take 
ſatisfaction upon your ſmall bones. 

But here the manager prudently 8 


his 


* 
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his exit, and left the enraged footman 
to his ſoliloquy, who, after venting 
many execrations and threatnings, leſt 
the houſe, and marched with me to my 
old habitation, where being arrived, he 
ſullenly diſrobed himſelf, and with a 
curſe threw me on the floor, then put F 
on his accuſtomed garb, adorned with > 


the /z/;gnza of his profeſſion, and iſſu- ; hy 
ed forth with haſty ſtrides, to attend” + » 


the humble duties of his ſtation. 


This my firſt adventure was 'not + . 


over pleaſing to me; however, I confol- 
cd myſelf with reflecting, that I was 


ſceing characters and life, for hid! 
I had a longing defire that ſeemed imũ N 1 4 
planted in my nature; and thongh 1! 9 | } 
am ſenſible no coat of pradence ought®.. . 
to cheriſh ſuch a deſire, yet, at he | | 

9 6 Fs ſame. 
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fame time, I am certain, much uſeful 
knowledge may be drawn from obſerv- 
ing the various characters that are to 


be met with in this metropolis. But 


to proceed : 


Three months I lingered in dull 
apathy and cloſe impriſonment; (which 
to a coat of ſuch a volatile ſpirit as I 


was then, was worſe” than total diſſo- 


lution, or the tormenting needle of a 
botcher, than which nothing was half 


ſo dreadful to me) thrice a week in- 


deed a general review was made of 
our company, and every one cleanſ- 


ed with cane and bruſh from moths 
and duſt. But now a young gentle- 
wan of a moſt graceful appearance, 
; ordered me to be tried upon him. I 
= "was fearful of being ſomething too 


large, 
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large, but the deſire J had to accom- 
pany this agreeable youth, made me 
contract every thread to claſp him: 
and I fo far ſucceeded, that he R 
ed equally pleaſed with me as x with © 
him. In ſhort, we ſoon left the © 
neighbourhood of St. Giles's, and with 
genteel deportment he conducted me 
towards the court end of the town, 
each, if I may be allowed to ſay ſo 


much in my own praiſe, lending race 
to the other. 


Being arrived near Saint James 's 
(after traverſing the park once or twice, 

during which I could diſcover grett 
: anxiety of - mind in my conductor = ob 
and feel his heart throb- with great £ "wy N 
force) he ſtopt at a houſe” that bes - 


tinction, and being wi the hall, 
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he enquired if his lordſhip was to be 
ſpoke with ; being anſwered in the 
affirmative, he was immediately wait- 
ed upon up ſtairs, and introduced in- 
to a ſpacious room, which was al- 
moſt filled with gentlemen who were 
waiting for his lordſhip: from the 
time of his entring the houſe I found 


his heart beat with ſtronger emoti- 


ons, from whence I concluded he was 
near ſome important period; I ſoon 
diſcovered the major domo was a mi- 


niſter in a certain department, and 


that this was his lord(hip's levee ;--- 


It was near an hour before his lord- 


ſhip appeared; during this time, I 
employed myſelf in an endeavour to 


5 diſcover, from the phyſiognomy of 
the perſons Preſents the various ex- 


pectations 
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pectations that might be traced in 
each countenance ; doubt of ſucceſs 
ſeemed to be predominant in the aſ- 
ſembly, and ſo much was every one 
engaged in a tacit, converſation be- 
twixt himſelf and his lordſhip, that 
for the greateſt part of the time a 
total filence prevailed. At length the 
doors flew open, and the miniſter's 
coming was announced----The peer 


entered, and with great dignity bow- 


ed to his dependants, who returned 
the ſalute with humble reverence. His 


lordfhip ſpoke to each, with a mild 


affability, as they ſtood in rotation, 
and procraſtinating the deſires of his 
dependants, ſeemed to be the gene- 
ral benefit conferred upon the com- 


pany. At laſt it came to be my con- is 


ductor's turn to addreſs the peer, which 


* 
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he did in the following words, bat 
ſomething inarticulate from his ex- 
treme modeſty----- I beg permiſſion to 
acquaint your lordſhip that it is this 
day two years fince I had the ho- 
nour to be put upon your lordſhip's 
liſt, to be employed in an office your 


lordſhip ſhould appoint, in the em- 


baſſy to the court of Spain, in con- 
ſequence of an application to your 
lordſhip from the honourable Mr.----. 
Why Sir, replied the miniſter, I do 
remember ſomething of Mr. ---- ap- 
plying to me in your favour, and 'tis 
probable I might then put you up- 
on my liſt, but I can never think it 
is two years ſince. --- I wou'd not, re- 
turn'd the youth, impoſe upon your 


ply 


lordſhip, nor aſſert a falſity. Pray Sir, 
55 the Peer, did you ever ap- 
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ply to me ſince the firſt applicati- 
on ? My lord, anſwered the young 
gentleman, I have attended your lord- 
ſhip's levee conſtantly once a month 
ſince, and ſhould oftener but was fear- 
ful of being troubleſome to your lord- 
ſhip---Do you underſtand Spaniſh and 
the other requiſites for ſuch a ſtati- 
on, Sir ? ſays the peer---My lord, urg- 
ed my companion, permit me to ſay, it 
is now more than a twelvemonth ſince 
your lordſhip pointed out to me the 


gneceſſary qualifications, and permit me 


alſo to add, my lord, that I have diſ- 
ſipated my ſmall fortune, in attain- 
ing thoſe qualifications, and rendering 


myſelf equal to the ſervice, ſo that 1 


might not diſgrace your lordſhip's 


choice, ---- I am ſorry, returned his 


lordſhip, that it is not in my power 
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to ſerve you, for all the employments [ 


have been diſpoſed of ſome time 
ago. -I hope your lordſhip, replied 
the aſtoniſhed youth, will ferve me 
ſome other way, as a recompence for 
my loſs ot time, and the injury my 


fortune has ſuffered, by your lord- 


ſhip's unhappily forgetting me. ---I 


don't remember ſays, the abſent peer, 
that I recommended you to lay out 


your money in any thing about this 
affair; but if I did, I ſuppoſe I then 
intended to appoint you, but 'tis now 
too late Sir, and I wou'd adviſe you 
to think of ſomething . elſe. ------ I 
ſhou'd preſume, ſays the unfortunate 
youth, on your lordſhip's knowledge 
that it has coſt me upwards of 200 l. 


in qualifying myſelf, agreeable to your 


lordſhip's order, your lordſhip, out 
, of 
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of humanity, wou'd favour me with 
ſomething that might retrieve my ſhat- 
tered fortune---- What you underſtand 
the Spaniſh language, Sir? ſays his 
lordſhip. Perfectly, replied the a- 
larmed youth Why then, returned the 
peer, you have the advantage of me, 
and may receive ample ſatisfaction, 


in reading the hiſtory of Don Quixote 


in the original language, and with that 
piece of wit, he politely took his leave 
of our thunderſtruck youth, who on 


recollecting himſelf exclaimed, Æſop's 


fable of the boys and frogs is here fatal- 
ly exemplified, what is ſport to him, is 


death to me----and inſtantly depart- 


ed, bending his ſteps towards the 


Bird-Cage walk in the Park, where 


fitting upon a bench he paſſed two 
Hours in filent meditation, but at 
length 
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length rouſing from his melancholy 
reverie, with a ſtart that put every 


thread of me to the proof, he took 


the reſolution of entering as a pri- 
vate ſoldier in thewguards, and hop- 
ed that while he M be upon du- 


ty under the cruel nf ter” Savindow, 


the reflection that he had drove him 


to that courſe of life for bread, might, 


if his ſoul was not callous to every” 


ſenſation, make him feel the pangs 
of wantonly ruining a man who had 
never injured him. Thus reſolved, 


he haſted with me to my old ha- 


bitation, where leaving me, he fled, 


as I ſuppoſe, to execute his ill-fated | 
purpoſe. | 


After undergoing the preſs for ſome 


hours on my return, (a cuſtom we 


were 


BLACK T ( 
were all ſubject to, the frequency 
of which I may ſay was the chief 
cauſe of my early decay) J indulged 
myſelf in reflecting on the days ad- 
venture, which led me naturally to 
contemplate on the many young peo- 
ple who quit a life of induſtry and 
competence, and purſue the phantom 
of hope, through the various mazes 
of miſery. ſhe wantonly leads them; 
ſtimulated at firſt perhaps by choice, 
but at length are forced to perſevere 
through neceſſity, and how oft does 
ſhe lead theſe unhappy men to to- 
tal deſtruction ; ſeating herſelf in the 
mid ocean and beckoning to her fol- 
lowers, who ſeldom have the pow- _ 
er to ſee the diſtance ſhe is from the 
ſhore, or perceive the whirlpools that 
intervene, but keeping their eye fix- 
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ed upon her, plunge in and are loſt! 
But, continned the ſage, I fear I am 
rather troubleſome than entertaining 
to you. I beg returned the gay ſpark, 


you will make no apology, for I am *! 


very far from thinking your obſer- 


vations will be the leaſt entertaining 1 


part of your narration----Sable repli- 
ed, young gentleman, I believe you 
ſpeak ingenuouſly, and am pleaſed 1 
have an opportunity, before J leave 
this miſerable ſtate, of communicat- 
ing any thing that may hereafter be 
of ſervice to one who appears fo de- 
ſerving of it.--- White politely thank- 
ed him for the compliment, and * 
ble thus proceeded in the relation of 


His adventures. 
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It was not long ere I was again ſum- 
moned to the duties; my ſtation of a tall, 
genteeliſb kind of a perſon, ordered; me 
to be tried upon him, and I was en- 
gaged by him for the day. Notwith- 
ſtanding I thought myſelf a tolerable 
good phyſiognomiſt, yet the appear- 
ance and deportment of this ſtranger 
cauſed my fancy (that weathercock of 
judgment) to vary 10 often, that it 
was impoſſible for me to fix any cri- 
terion: he had much the air of a gen- 
tleman, but his gentility ſeemed a kind 
of a habit, that he had acquired ſince 
| he came to years of maturity, and ap— 
peared to be only ſuperficial, from the 
effect of cloſe obſervation, rather than 
the air and grace which naturally res, 
ſults from the manners being propeſſñ 
cultivated and corrected in youth, ===. 


BE. 
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In ſhort he was altogether a contradic- 
tion, and entirely conquered my ſaga- 
city which greatly added to the natu- 
ral deſire I had of proving the adven- 
ture. 


It was in the morning that my un- 
known conducter took me through the 
buſy ſtreets into the city, and enter- 
ing a coffee-houſe, near the Ex- 
change, almoſt filled with company, 
he ſpent ſome time before he could re- 
ſolve where to ſeat himſelf; at length he 
determined on a place, which, to me, 
appeared the moſt inconvenient one in 

the room, it being in a box that was al- 
; ready almoſt full ; here he breakfaſted 
aud read the papers, but ſeemed more 

intent upon remarking the company, 
i than on the news of the day. We 

a ſtayed 


e 
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ſtayed here about an hour, when my 
conducter roſe up, and taking a gen- 
tleman's hat inſtead of his own, was 
leaving the room. As ſoon as the owner 
obſerved the miſtake, on acquainting 
him with it, he aſked the gentleman 
pardon, and at the ſame time informed 
him, that he was fo extremely near 
ſighted, that without the help of his 
glaſs, which he had unfortunately leſt 
at home) he was continually miſtak- 
ing, the gentleman begged he would 
make no apology, as every man was 


liable to miſtake; ſhortly after hew 


took an opportunity to go away with=- 
out paying for his breakfaſt, which: 
made me conclude he had likewife 
unfortunately left his memory, at 


home. This cauſed me to reflect that 
J. was very indifterently ſituated, in | 
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being obliged to accompany a man 
that went into company without ei- 
ther eyes or memory, and I muſt own 
I began not to half like the proſpect 
of this adventure. ---- Soon after 
leaving this coftee-room, he went 
into another, where ſcating himſelf as 
before, he drank a diſh of chocolate, 
and on his leaving the place, his eye- 
fight again failed him, and he miſtook 
another gentleman's hat for his own 
again, and went off with it without 
interruption or paying for his choco- 
late: this ſecond miſtake alarmed me 
greatly, fearing leſt the owner of the 
hat ſhould be in purſuit of us, who 
_ poſſibly might not ſthew ſo much re- 
gard for the infirmity of my donde tor 


as the other gentleman had, or not 


entertain ſo favourable an opinion of 
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his veracity, eſpecially as the differ- 
ence in value of the hat, was greatly 
in favour of this near-ſighted ſpark, 
which circumſtance I obſerved in the 
preceding miſtake likewile ; but my 
fears ceaſed, when coming into Corn- 
2 hill I heard him call a coach, and 
„ ſtepping in ordered the coachman to 
| drive to Covent-Garden, but in Fleet-- 

ſtreet he ordered him to ſtop in Middle 

Temple-lane, and to ſet him down at 


a certain door there; on the coach 
ſtopping at the place appointed, he 
ordered the coachman to wait, and 
I imagined that he was calling upon 
his lawyer, but found he only went 
through a public office, which opened 


into. two different places and was uſed 


as a thoroughfare, having pafſed the 


other door, he very cifurely valkd-. 
C2 f | acrols 
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acroſs the court and fo into Fleet- 
ſtreet, and from thence without ſtop- 
ping he conducted me to the piazza's, 
Covent-Garden. This extraordinary 
abſence of thought in leaving the 
coachman to wait for him, when it 
appeared evident he did not intend to 
return to him, created ſome reflections 
in me that did not end greatly in his fa- 
vour ; nor did they leave me in great 
tranquillity, for my mind ran now 
upon nothing but horſeponds, duck- 
ings, and kickings, which I had heard 
my companions ſpeak of ſuffering, and 
which I knew I muſt chiefly ſuſtain, 
mould any inſtance of his infirmities 
_ terminate unfavourably --- But to re- 
- turn, being arrived in the piazza's in 
Covent-Garden, as I mentioned before, 
from thence we aſcended a pair Gf 
" - hs ſtairs, 
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ftairs, and I found myſelf in a room 
amidſt a great number of very genteel 
people, ſome of whom were of the 
firſt faſhion; I ſoon perceived it was 
an auction room; then my fears began 
to operate upon me leſt ſome of my 
gentleman's faculties ſhould again 
fail him, the ill conſequence I dreaded 
would fall upon me; but every thing 
remained quiet for a conſiderable time; 
at length a chaſed watch by Tompion 
was put up, which I found had a very 
ſtrong effect upon my adventurer, 

though I could not deviſe the cauſe; 


for as I knew he had not fixpence about 


him, I could not conceive he intended 


to bid for it; as the bidders advanced 
he became more anxious, marking 
avery one who bid, very ſtritly. --- In, 


the concluſion a certain nobleman,” 
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who is obſerved to attend theſe kind of 
{ales with great punctuality, bid 80 
guineas, and was knocked down the 

beſt bidder, and the watch ſet down 
to Lord -. My adventurous ſpark now 
ſcemed calm and determined, and in- 
ſtantly quitted the room, went into a 
tavern near; where ordering a bottle 
of Madeira and pen and ink, he took 
from his pocket a meſſage card and 
wrote as follows ---- The earl of 
« === ſeeing lord ---'s equipage ſtand- 
„ ing at --- s auction room door, 


« begs the favour of his lordſhip's 


„ company at---- for a moment. -- 


Having juſt received an accident up- 
« on my right hand --- s writes this 
« to you, and promiſes to take it to 


« your lordſhip himſelf.” -- Having 


wrote this he orders the maſter of the 


tavern 
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tavern to attend him, who being come, 
1 our ſpark, after ſpliting the card, and 
4 ſecuring the writing by a wafer, told 
| him he ſhould be much obliged to him 
if he would take that card to lord --- 
at — 's auction: the landlord aſſured 
him he would, but, adds this cautions 
genius, deliver it to --- the auctio- 
neer, and he will hand it to hig 
lordſhip : --- promiſed to obey his or- — 
ders punctually; the landlord being _ 
gone, my companion, after recruiting 3 
his ſpirits with a glaſs of wine, imme: = if 
diately decamps, leaving orders to ae- 
quaint lord --- he would return before 
his lordſhip could be ſeated, and im- 


mediately goes and poſts himſelf in a be: E 
place where he could ſee his lordſhip _ 
come from the auction room; very 
ſhort was his ſtay before he ſaw his | 
. C4 \ lordſhip, + I} 

SE 
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lordſhip, attended by the landlord, ſtep 
into his chariot, and drive to the ta- 
vern ; our bold youth was as good as his 
word, and followed his lordſhip into 
the room beſore he was well ſfeatcd, 
and told him that the earl of -- was 
«« juſt drove into the next ſtreet, and 
had ordered him to wait upon his 
„ lordſhip with an apology for leaving 
« the room, but that he would be 
« with him in an inſtant. ” - This ex- 
cuſe, delivered with a good grace by a 
ſeeming gentleman, ſatisfied his lord- 
ſhip; and (cating himſelf, our hero took 
his leave of his lordſhip, and going to 
the bar, told --- the landlord, that he 
muſt go to the auCtioneer, and tell 
him that lord deſired him to fend 
« the watch he had lately purchaſed 


„by him, as he juſt wanted to ſhew 
it 
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it the earl of ” ---- Away goes the 
landlord and acquaints the auctioneer 
with his lordſhip's defire ; the auctio- 
neer knowing the landlord, and ſceing 
lord -- go out with him juſt before, 
made no heſitation, but delivers him 


the watch, who on meeting my gen- 


tleman at the door, put it into his hand, 
and he ſlipping it into his coat pocket 
again goes into his lordſhip, and telling 
him ” the earl of -- begged his pati- 
« ence a few minutes longer, as he had 
« now juſt finiſhed the affair he was 


„ upon, and hoped he would ſtay, 


« very much”. His lordſhip anſwereꝗ 
it was very well; upon which our 


ſharper left his lordſhip to wonder what | 


it could be that would ſurprize him ſo 


C5 much, 


as he had ſomething to acquaint 
« him with that would ſurprize him 
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mach, and I make no doubt but in 
a ſhort time he was greatly ſurprized. 


The planning of this artifice, conti- 
nued Sable, gave me a high opinion of 
ourſharper's ingenuity, and the dexte- 
rity with which he conducted it, en- 
tirely removed all my fears of any ac- 
cident happening to us. After this 
ſucceſsful exploit, he walked through 
a tew fſtrects and then took a coach, 
ordering the coachman to drive to a 
tavern near the Exchange in the city; 
by this method he eluded the vigi- 
lance of a purſuit, which he imagined 
muſt ſucceed his lordſhip's diſcovering 
the impoſition, and which no doubt 
was in a very ſhort time after ſent. 


forth. 


Being 
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Being arrived at the tavern he 
ordered the coachman to take his mo- 
ney at the bar, and was ſhewn into 
A very handſome room; he immedi- 
ately ordered a genteel dinner con- 
liſting of fave diſhes, and ordered two 
courſes, ſaying he expected a gentle- 
man to dine with him, and order- 
ed if any one enquired for Sir -=--= 
to ſhew him in; but I ſhould have 
mentioned to you that as the coach 
was paſſing by the Temple, he or- 
dered one of the porters who ply there 
to take a card which he had been. 
writing upon in the coach, to the 
very tavern he had ordered the coach-- 
man to drive to, with ſtrict orders 
for the porter to be there with-it by 
5 oclock; this card was directed to 1 
the knight whoſe name and title he = 
; | . had 3 [ 
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had now aſſumed.- By the time he 


imagined dinner was ready, he rang 
and ordered the cook not to ſpoil the 
dinner, but when it was ready to bring 
it in, ſaying he would not wait a 
minute for the king, in prejudice to 
the ſkill of the cook, -- whom he or- 
dered to take a pint of wine at the 
bar. Dinner being ended, and the cloth 
removed, champain and burgundy was 
ordered, and he ſat very compoſedly 
entertaining himſelf in meditating on 


the labour of the great Tompion, and 


from thence took occaſion to deſcant 
on his own ingenuity, which he juſt- 


ly boaſted was not inferior to that 
famous artiſt, though it run in a dif- 
ferent channel : at the hour of five 
the waiter centred with a card for Sir 


on Which was wrote theſe words 
. 1 


BLACK COAT. mw. 
« Lord -- s compliments to Sir 

<£ -----, aſks ten thouſand pardons for 

« not attending him at dinner as ap- 

% pointed; begs Sir ----= will not go 

till he comes, which will not exceed 
„half an hour.” The card was pur 
poſely wrote upon to the view of every 

one, which added dignity to our new 

made knight's former conſequence, 

and ordering the porter to be diſ . 
charged at the bar, he fat a few mi- 
nutes; when ringing the bell he or- 
dered the waiter to tell his maſter 

to come to him, who ſoon appear 
ing, he deſired him to fit and fill a 
glaſs of wine, and entering into a*fa- * > 2! 
miliar converſation with him, in a 
ſhort time enquired if there was ever 

a ſhop near where he could purchaſe 
2 gold chain to his watch, and alt 
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the ſame time produced the property of 
lord, which being in a neat ſhagreen 


box, looked at a diſtance like a ſhagreen 


caſe; the vintner being willing to 
oblige a neighbour, told him he could 
recommend a dealer in thoſe things, 
who had great choice, and hved only 
in the next ſtreet---Our knight begg'd 
he would fend for him, with orders 
to bring ſome watch chains with him: 
the wintner immediately diſpatched a 
waiter to the perſon, who ſoon arrived 
with a box, and producing fome 


very curious watch chains, my gentle- 


man at. laſt fixed upon one, which. 
came to 51. 18. the {ſpark offered him 
four for it, but the tradeſman being 
a quaker, told him he never aſked 


more then he intended to take, but 
however he was ſtill offered 41, 18. and 


- 
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the tradeſman reſuſing was diſmified. 
In five minutes the ſharper rang for 
the maſter of the tavern, and told him 
what had paſſed, adding he greatly 
liked the chain, and would purchaſe 
it, but ſhould take it as a favour if he 
would go to the man, and ſee if he 
could not get it for the money, but if 


not to bring it with him, and at the 


ſame time defired he would tell the 
tradeſman to. bring a cornelian ſcal 
with a Homer's head for the impreſſi- 
on; away went the landlord, and ſoon 
after brought the chain with him, but 
told our genius he could not prevail up- 
on him to take any thing leſs than he 
had aſked; that he had never a corne- 
lian with a Homer, but had ſent to a 
friend in the next ſtreet who he be- 


lieved had one, and he would bring 


him 
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? 


him word in ten minutes : during the 


landlord's abſence, this ingenious gen- 
tleman had taken out the watch and 


left the ſhagreen box upon the ſhelf 


over the fire-place, in full view of the 
landlord, who might ſuppoſe it was 
the real watch. Upon looking at the 
chain, the ſpark pretended it was not 
the ſame he had ſhewn him before, the 
landlord told him it was poſſible he 
might miſtake by candle light, and of- 
fered to go and change it---but the 


"ſharper ſaid he would go himſelf, as 


he had ſome ſuſpicion the quaker had 
a mind to impoſe upon him, and fay- 
ing the watch he ſuppoſed would be 
fafe upon the ſhelf went out of the 


room, and the landlord ſhutting the 
door, told him he would take care no- 
body ſhould come in during his abſence. 
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Our ſucceſsful ſharper now bent his 
courſe to Cheapſide with all ſpeed, 
leaving the thagreen box to pay the 
vintner his reckoning, and the quaker 
for his watch chain. 


The luxuriancy of my ingenious 
conducter's invention in the progreſs 
of this adventure aſtonithed me great- 
ly, but I'll forbear to trouble you with 
my reflections now, and haſten with 


him to the play-houſe. 


Being arrived in Cheapſide he takes 
a coach, and orders himſelf to be 
drove to the Roſe in Bridges-ſtreet Co- 
vent Garden, and the coach ſtopping. 


at the door the coachman de eſcended 8 


let him but, but was ordered to go n- | 


to the tavern and enquire if Mr. —— 1 
W as ; * 2 8 
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was in the houſe; the enquiry through 
every room he knew muſt take up ſome 
minutes, and give him time to let him- 
ſelf out at the other fide of the coach, 
which he effected with great privacy 
and expedition, and immediately ſet 
forward for Covent Garden play-houſe, 
taking his way up Bow-ſtreet, purpoſe- 
ly avoiding, as I apprehended, the ſcene 
of his morning adventure.---Here Sa- 
ble was interrupted in his narative, by 
the arrival of his owner, who brought 
in with him an old cloaths-man, and 
handing the black narrator down de- 
livered him to this new vamper of old 
commodities; who, after peruſing him 
with great attention and ſagacity, ſhak- 
ig his head declared he could not give 

any thing for it, adding, © it had been 
17 «a © much uſed, it would not hold toge- 
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ther for a ſingle day's wear; and as ſor 
repairing it, he ſaid it was impoſſible 
from the rottenneſs of it, nor could 
it be converted into patches, as 1n 
fact, he faid, it conſiſted of nothing 
elſe but patches; and returning it to 
the owner, defired him to keep it 
as a curioſity, ſwearing he never ſaw 
ſuch a thing in his life: upon this Sa- 
ble was once more conducted to the 


wardrobe, and hung on the peg he had 


been removed from. 5 


Sable (half recovered from his 
fright) ſoon was heard to utter theſe 
words.---My loved companion, and a- 
dopted fon, indulge me a few minutes 
to recover my breath---White with. 
great tenderneſs, begged he would 
make no apology, for though he Was 


exceeding = 
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exceeding anxious to know what had 
cauſed the fright he was in, he would 
not think of 3 gratified till he was 
perfectly eee ee e e a few mi- 
nutes pauſe the frighted veteran thus 
broke forth-— Where is the philoſo- 
phy, the calm reſignation, I fancied I 
could meet my laſt hour with? alas! I 
find I have learned nothing that is 
worth retaining, ſince I have not learn- | 
ed to bear the near approach of my 
diſſolution without trembling ; why 
ſhould I with to exiſt, or linger in this 
decayed and miſerable ſtate, when the 
momentary ſhock of death is ſucceeded 
by a total annihilation ? ----- Here 
White interrupting him, begged to 
know the cauſe of ſuch fad reflections. 
- >> My fon, returned Sable, bear with the 
5 © Wfirmitics of age; the frequency of 
= con- 
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contemplating on death, believe me, 
greatly leſſens its terrors : - the dan- 
ger 15 NOW Over, and my tcars are ſub- 
ded -- Here Sable recounted his late 
adventure with the dealer in old cloaths, 
---which having concluded, he pro- 
cceded in the relation of the many and 
ſurprizing changes of fortune---(But 


here, reader, leſt thou ſhould imagine 


this digreſſion from the chain of adven- 
tures as related by our Black Hero, is 
an artifice calculated to extend this 


work, and that no ſuch interruptionever 


happened, but what was made by our 
ſelves, on purpoſe to eke out this part 


of our performance, we do aſſure thee, 


that nothing but ſacred truth obliged 


us to relate it, and which we ſhall at 4 


all times think ourſelves bound in juſ- I 


tice to do; therefore, courteous reader, 
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if thou ſhouldſt meet in the progreſs of 
this entertaining hiſtory, with inſtances 
of a ſimilar nature, we adviſe thee not 
to pronounce them fiction; for were 
we inclined to enlarge thisperformance, 
the bare recital of numberleſs minutes, 
which we have and ſhall ſuppreſs, 
would extend it to volumes; and if 
thou will favour us with thy company 
to the end of this work, thou wilt find 


ſuch little arts were needleſs, the fage's 


narrative alone affording us ample mat- 
ter for thy entertainment, and which 


thou mayſt find faithſully recorded in 
the following pages---The ſharper, re- 


ſumed Sable, being arrived at the play- 


houſe, and going to the box-door he 


overtook a company of ladies and gen- 


8 tlemen who were going into the houſe, 
and ſtepping before them, ordered the 
| box- 
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boxkeeper to open the door, ſaying the 
ſervant belonging to the company 
would pay for all---the boxkeeper ſee- 

ing the company behind, imagined our 
| ſpark of the party, therefore without 
heſitation lets him in: as ſoon as he was 
within he poſts himſelf in ſuch a man- 
ner as to hear what paſſed at the box 
door without being ſeen, the company 
being come up were ſurprized to find 
themſelves charged with one more than 
they knew of, and diſowning acquain- 
tance with my adventurer, refuſed to 
pay for him; the boxkeeper not hav- 
ing time to go in ſearch of him then, 
ordered an under boxkeeper to look 
ſharp for him as he came out; our ſpark 
hearing this ſeemed very well ſatisfied - 
--which was much more than I Was 1 
and after going from box to box, he at 


length 
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length ſeated himſelf in one of the cor- 
ner green boxes, in which was only an 
old gentleman ; but on the latter ac- 
count our number was increaſed by the 
addition of two ladies of the town and 
two gentlemen--the ſharper prudently 
ſat as far back in the box as he could, 
to avoid being ſeen I concluded.--The 
entertainment being ended, and the 


company preparing to depart, to my a- 
mazement, this bold adventurer ſeizes a 
red rocqueleau that was hung in the box, 
and was going to put it on--when the 


-  _.oldgentlemantold him, with great po- 
Rfiteneſs, he fancied he had made a miſ- 
*> Rake, for the rocqueleau belonged to him 
The ſharper, with aſtoniſhing effron- 
tery, replyed, by your leave Sir, 'tis 
you that miſtake, for the rocqueleau 
is mine.-- Your rocqueleau ? returned 
3 the 


* 


BLACK U 
the gentleman, indeed it is, replied this 
ſon of impudence. Sir, ſays the ſtrati- 
ger, as you have the appearance of a 
gentleman, I cannot think you mean 
any thing more than a Jeſt but let me 
tell vou, Sir, added he, I am not uſed to 

be treated fo with impunity.---Sir, re- 
turned the ſharper, it is not my cuſtom 
to jeſt with men of your appearance, 
nor do I expect ſuch treatment from 
you. -- Why ſure, ſays the gentleman, 
you will not pretend to perſuade me ſe- 
riouſly that this is not my rocqueleau ? 
That this rocqueleau is mine, Sir, ſays 
my companion, I do aver, and will, 
maintain my property, ---adding this is 
the ſtrangeſt piece of impudence that 
ever was practiſed. Indeed, ſays the 
gentleman, ſo it is, if you pretend to ſay 
this is your rocqueleau, when I brought 
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it in, and hung it up before you came. 


The ſharper alledged he brought it 
in, and hung” it up on his coming in. 
This ſtrange diſpute whoſe proper- 
ty the rocqueleau was, created much 
mirth in the ladies and gentlemen in the 
box, but created far different ſenſati- 
ons in me, who ſaw no poſtibility of our 
hero's maintaining his aſſertion with 
any credit, conſequently there was lit- 
tle probability of my eſcaping a horſe 
pond, or ſome ſuch dire miſhap, eſpeci- 
ally as I ſaw the old gentleman begin 
to wax warm.--But to proceed,---the 


owner of the rocqueleau perſiſted in 


claiming it, and the ſharper as ſtrongly 
inſiſted on its being his--in concluſion, 
my ingenious companion aſked him, if 
hecouldpoint out any mark orany thing 
whereby it might be determined by the 
company that it was his.--The gentle- 
| man 


— 
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man replied, he knew of no mark up- 
on it, for that it was never on his back 
before that afternoon, being quite new z 
upon that, my gentleman exclaimed, 


Amazement! that a man of your years, 


Mould undertake to play the ſharper 
with no other abilities than bare impu- 


dence- Zouns, returned the ſtrange gen- 


tleman, you are a ſharper, and ſince you 
talk of marks, by what mark do you 
know it--let- us tee how you will Prove 


it to be yours--make that appear, Sir, 


exulting and appealing to the company, 


who vet could not tell what to make of 


the affair, ſometimes inclining one way 


and ſometimes another. Why Sir, ſays 
the impoſtor, I Would have come to that 
at firſt, but that I was willing to fee 
what ingenious device you would Make 
uſe of to ſupport your unjuſt pretenſi- 


ons; but as I ſee you take advantage of 
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the coolneſs of my temper, and confi- 
dently think to bully me out of my pro- 


perty, I will ſubmit to the company to 


determine whom the rocqueleau belongs 
to, and continues he, I believe I ſhall 
put an end to the diſpute very ſhortly 
to your confuſion ; and then turning to 
the company, told them if the rocque- 
leau was his, there was two X's mark'd 
in the inſide near the bottom: the gen- 
tlemen looked and found two X's mark'd 
in the place our ingenious ſharper had 
directed. The old gentleman itood pe- 
trified with amazement--but recover- 
ing himſelf, ſwore ſtill the rocqueleau 


awas his, but how thoſe damn'd X's came 
there he could not tell.--The rocque- 
eau being adjudged the property of our 
hero, he now put it on, telling the old 

- gentleman, his age ſhould protect him 


from 


. 


: 

j 
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from puniſhment, and adviſed him to 
| leave off a profeſſion he ſeemed unable 
to ſucceed in. The gentleman knowing 
the rocqueleau was his, ſtill urged. 
ftrongly he brought it in with him, and 
that it was his.--The ladies now began 
to revile him,--whom he treated in ve- 
ry free terms; the gentlemen ſtood up 
for their doxies, and the loſer of the roc- 
queleau had no friends, but abuſed eve- 
ry one in the box with being accompli- 
ces in robbing him; upon which the la- 
dies fell upon him, and ſeizing his large 
powdered wig, boxed him about the — 
face with it till he was almoſt blind, ang 
then flinging it into the pit, among the 
people who were gathered unde the 
box at the noiſe that began to be made, 
the old gentleman's full- bottom was Bs 
foon diſpoſed of as well as his rocquèss 8 1 
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teau.--Our adventurer, 
tunity to quit the box, and with the ad- 
dition of the rocqueleau, and by time- 
ly ufing his handkerchief as he paſled 
the boxkeeper, went away without 
ſuſpicion of being the perſon who bilk- 
ed him on his coming in.--You will no” 
doubt wonder, ſays Sable, how this ge- 
nius could come by the knowledge of 
the private marks upon the rocqueleau, 
and your wonder will be no leſs when 
Itell you that he himſelf put them there, 
whilſt the old gentleman was engaged. 
with the performance on the ſtage : for 
he, whoſe ſtudy was to refine upon 
ſharping, never wanted materials, in 
the various adventures he might meet 
with, conſequently he was as expert 
with his needle in ſewing the two X's 


upon the rocqueleau, as a ſurgeon would 
113 " 3973 1 F - 
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gency.- But 


be in aff 2his lancet or 4 a ſudden emer- 


Hniſh with this gentle- 
man. This laſt exploit being ended, 


he takes me through many alleys and 
dark paſſages; at length aſcending a 


mean ſtair-caſe as high as he could, 
he gave the ſignal of admittance, and 
the door was vpendd? when there ap- 
peared to my ſight, ſitting round a ta- 
ble, four perſons, one in the habit of a 
clergyman, another in the character of 
a farmer, a third was a laced beau, and 
the fourth an honeſt lodking tradeſman, 
and I obſerved every one had before 
bim, watches, rings, ſwords, ſnufi-box- 
es, purſes with money, and other things 
of value, which I afterwards: found 


were the ſeveral labours of the day, 
vrhich had been gained by theſe honeſt 
nn. gentlemen in the fame” capaci- 
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ty as my adventurer=-but our ingeni- 
ous ſpark producing the watch by Tom- 
pion, gold chain, rocqueleau, and an ex- 
ceeding good hat inſtead of a bad one, 
he was deemed the moſt meritorious of 
the whole fraternity for that day. A di- 
viſion being made, and the ſeveral cha- 
racters fixed for the ſucceeding day 
(when my companion was to aſſume the 
appearance of a country farmer) they all 
adjourned to a tavern, where they ſpent 
the evening in recounting the methods 
they had taken in acquiring the valu- 
able collection I had ſeen upon the ta- a 
ble; on leaving the tavern each took a | 
ſeparate road, my adventurer taking me 
to the place from whence we laſt came, | 
and I underſtood the rendezvous of the 
next day was to be at the parſon's jodg- 
ing, which I found they changed night+ _ 
. In the morning early this induſtri- 
; ; us. 


3 
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ous gentleman conducted me to my old 
habitation in Monmouth-Street, un- 
hurt, after all the perils of the preced- 


ing day, to my great ſatisfaction, where 


after ſuffering the corroding bruſh, and 
racking preſs as uſual, I was at liberty: 
to indulge my reflections, and the laſt 
day's expedition afforded me ample mat 
ter. Gods! exclaimed Sable, could I 


have credited that ſuch things were 
really practiſed, had I not bern a wit- 


neſs to them! f 


0 
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Is it not, ſays tie ſage adventurer to 


his gay companion, greatly to be la- 


I 
mented, that men of ſuch excellent. ta- 


Tents, ſhould proſtitute them to fans "Il = E. 


hurtful purpoſes to the community, and 
reverting morality, induſtriouſly prittue, | 


evil, that they may boaſt of bleaithes 8 


i ſhould rather bluſh for; as he, * 
D 85 mongſt 
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mongſt theſe pillagers of ſociety, is eſ- 
teemed the molt worthy who is the 


Sable, ſpend the precarious minutes in 
making reflections which your own 
perſpicuity will furaiſh you with, but 
proceed in the detail of my next ad- 
venture. 


— 


F was next, continued Sable, or- 


be tried upon him, and the Monmouth 
ſtreet merchant pronounced that if I 


on this I was engaged by him for 


moſt wicked. But I will not, continued 


dered by a tall long viſaged perſon to 


had been cut out on purpoſe for him, 
I could not have fitted him better; 


the day. I ſoon diſcovered by ſome - 
detached pieces of poetry in blank 
verſe, and other papers of the like na- 
ture put into my pocket, that I was, 
= accompanying an author, -- His wan: 


* 
% r 


BL ACE COAT. 69 


and dead complexion made me at firſt 
imagine him to be a perſon confined to 
a ſedentary life, but notwithſtanding 
his unfavourable aſpect, I could con- 
ceive ſtrong marks of the gentleman, 
and likewiſe imagined him to be a 
icholar, though the rays of learning 
which beamed from his countenance, 
ſeemed to be clouded by misfortune and 
care. But to proceed, three times 
did this ſon of Apollo attend the door 
of a certain great man, before he could 
gain admittance ; the firſt time the ſer- 
vant ſaidfas maſter Was dreſſing, the 
ſecond time he was buſy, and the 
third, we were fo fortunate as to be 

ſhewn into a {ſmall antichamber, with” o bs 
directions to fit down, and my comræde 3 

ſhould be informed when he could 

ſpeak with this very great man, whom, —— 


but for the ſituation of the houſe, ? £ 
1 D 6. ſhould. 
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= ſhould have imagined was a prime mi» 
niſter: at laſt, after waiting above an 
hour, my companion was deſired to 

+ walk into a parlour, where was fitting 
by the fire ſide, ſurrounded. by half a 
dozen little kittens, an old man (gen- 
tleman I cannot withggropriety term 

him). Without aſking the gentleman tg 
| fit he began, Well fir, what do you 

__ Þ want with me? I wait upon you fir» 

_ replied the author, in relation to a 

= play I ſometime ago left in your hands.=. 

How long fince? ſays this well manner- 
ed gentleman. Fifteen months Sir, re- 
plied the author---Q, 3 is that all, ſays 
be, -- -well, and pray, what is this ex- 
traordinary play of yours, continues hes. 
a tragedy I ſuppoſe? It is atragedy, Sir, 
Anſwered the author, ſtill Atanding,. 


(which gave me an | opportunity of re- g 
| _— "A 
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marking a letter that lay upon the 
table directed to the manager of one of 1 
the theatres). What do you call it? 
ſays this important gentleman. It is 
called , replied the author, and hope * 
it has met with your approbation, con- 
tinued he. O, to be ſure, ſays the ſneer - 

ing manager, without reading it.—I 
imagined, ſays the author, you would. 
have been kind enough to have indulg- * 
ed me with a couple of hours out of 
fifteen months to have peruſed it, 0 if 254 
you did not intend to peruſe it, you, = 
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would have returned it me again. , 


ay, ſays the manager; you all have it. 
again, take it away with you in Gods 1 = Y 
name---(looking among aparcel of pa- 1 
pers) I don't mean, Sir, returned the au- = 
thor, to take it from you unleſs vou] > mi 
Would rejget it, after you have.read it., 1 = 
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Why Sir, ſays the manager, did not 9 
Dou this moment atk me to return it? If 
you had no intention to peruſe it, ſays 
the author, Peruſe it! replies the ma- 
nager — why Sir, do you think I have 
nothing elſe to do than as ſoon as ever 


people of your way of living have wrote 
a thing, to play it immediately? what 


ſuppoſe, continues he, you think I ſhould 
read it, alter it, expunge, and add to it, 


then rehearſe it, and ſo perform it, that 


you might receive the benefit all in ten 
days or a fortnight?--No, no, Sir, you: 


are too quick for me; lets ſee where 


is this thing (looking over a bundle of 
pt plays) -—what is the pro- 
ceffion in your play continued the ma- 
nager? I ſhall beſt find it by that, for 
they are all marked.--There is no pro- 
ceſſion at all in mige Sir, hs 4 the au- 
ys the a- 


thor,--No proceſſion !. Sir, 


* 


N Fac 
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mazed manager, what do you mean ?- 
perhaps you call it---a ſolemn dirge 
a triumph - or an --= vation -- or 
There is nothing at all of the kind Sir, 
fays the author, in my play, nor did I 
apprehend, ſays he, it was abſolutely 
neceſſary to---Neceſlary ? interrupted 
the manager,----pray, Sir, what would 
nine outof ten of the tragedies that have 
come out within theſe 20 years have 
been good for, if it had not-been for 
the proceſſions; but if yours has no pro- 1 
ceſſion, adds he, I am ſure it is not a- 9 
mongſt theſe; (laying the papers he had 
been looking over down)--but we ſhall 
find it preſently ſomewhere I warrant 
you- a procethon not neceſſary l- (look 8 
ing for the play)--By this time the au 
thor began to entertain a moſt ſovereign: 
contempt for him, as I judged from his 
countenance,” 
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0 eountenance--at length the manager 
= | produced the play, but in ſuch a condi- 
= tion! ſome part wanting half a leaf, 
ſome a-quarter, others three: quarters, 
and what remained was. in tatters, and: 
| ſtrangely ſmeared and ſtained, having 
been frequently uſed no doubt in taking 
the tea kettle off the fire, and other ſuch 
worthy employments, as I {aw him take 
it from under a coffee pot that ſtood in 
the window.--The author at:firſt was! 
aſtoniſhed when he ſaw it, but recover-- 
ming himſelf, calmly. ſaid, he believed it- 
had been peruſcd, for. by the appea-- 
__  rance of it, it ſeemed to have been 
* often in his. hands; and. opening it-— 
Really, Sir, ſays the author, you have 
1 been in a miſtake, for it is evident you 
_ have read it over, and have expunged, 
4 ſeveral pages of it, (ſhewing him the 
diſmemberedplay)--and, continues he, 
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dare ſay you will be able to get through 
it in a ſhort time, therefore will contr- 
nue it in your hands, and hope you will 
be ſo obliging as to add to it---No, no, 
Sir, replied the manager, I ſhall give 
myſelf no farther trouble about it; as 
tor the leaves being torn, ſome of the 
ſervants can give you the beſt account 
of them--If, continued he, there had 
been a proceſſion in it--here he was in- 
terrupted, by the artival of a perſon 
with a Harlequin's 'dreſs, and the au- 


thor laying the mangled play upon the 
table, took his leave, giving place to 


Harlequin-=-a circumſtance that ought 


not to give him much pain, as it is no 


more than what the beſt dramatic au- 


thors, both ancient and modern, have n 
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This tragic gentleman having con- 


ducted me home, continued Sable, I 


was agun depoſited among my old ac- 


quaintance, the occa/iona! gentlemen, 


from whoſe converſation I received 
much uſeful knowledge and rational 


entertainment. But to proceed--- 


My next excurſion, reſumed Sa- 


ble, was with a perſon who conducted 
me from my habitation in Monmouth- 
Street, to an indifferent apartment in 
an alley near Chancery-Lane, where 


he adorned himſelf with the military 


enſigns, a cockade and ſword, and 


- marched with me to a tavern in the 
City, where being ſhewn into a room, 


he left word if any body enquiredfer 
an officer, to ſhew them in to him, and 


485 > - ſeating himſelf he drew from his pocket 
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a letter, in which were theſe words in 
an excellent woman's hand-“ Dear 
cap. my papa has received your let- 
« ter, and tells me he ſhall meet you at 
« the time and place you have appoint- 
% ed---I ſhall be impatient to know 
the reſult of this intereſting conver- 
40 E ſation, and hope it will prove favour- 
able toyour-.” This letter was direct- 
ed to be left at a coffee houſe in the 
Strand for my companion. He did not 
wait long before a plain decent looking 
tradeſman was introduced to him My 
camrade received him with an affected 
politeneſs, which was returned by the 
ſtranger, with an auk ward civility: be- 
ing both ſeated, the coldneſs of the wea- 
ther was the firſt topic of converſation- 
the tradeſman making a ſorrowſul obCꝰ  » 
* WM fervation, on the dearneſs of proviſiongę f. 
and that coals were riſen that day; the = | 
militar 77 
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military gentleman joined in lamenting 
the hardneſs of the times, and conclud- 
ed the ſubject by pittying the poor; 
the ſtranger then filled a bumper, and 
knocking his glaſs againſt the captain's, 
drank to their better acquaintance, 
which having taken off, Mr. Sirloin, 
{that being the ſtranger's name) after a 
few minutes filence on both fides, be- 
gan the diſcourſe, by ſaying to my com- 
panion, that he believedhe had received. 
a letter from him in relation to his 
daughter Suſan. The captain anſwered, 
he ſhould mah no ceremony in telling 
him that he pMehel a regard for the 
young lady--Youhg lady, fays Mr. Sir- 
loin, I beg, Sir, you'll not young lady my 


daughter.--Suſan is a good likely girl 
for that matter, but as for being a young 


lady, I don't know what title ſhe has to 


that. | 
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that.--Indeed her mother, who has had 
the whole management of her, has al- 
ways filled the girl's head with a parcel 
of nonſenſe.--Your plain way ot think- 
ing, returned the captain, I highly ap- 
prove, but her education entitles her to 
--Ay, interrupted Mr. Sirloin, that was 
againſt my will too, but my wife would 
have it ſo, and ſo ſhe was ſent to a board 
ng ſchool ; to be ſure continued he, as 
ne was but a half boarder, I came into 
it for peace and quietneſs, but if it was 
to do again for, added he, ſhe has 
learned nothing but he K of gentility 

and faſhions, and dafleings, and plays, 
and I don't know what. Theſe things 
Sir, anſwered the captain, are accom- 
pliſhments which are neceſſary in every 
woman who has any pretenſions to 
marry genteely. Therefore Sir, re- 
turned 
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turned Mr. Sirloin, unneceſſary for my 
daughter - for I am ſure--I don't know 
what pretenſions ſhe has to think cf 


' marrying genteely, or out of her ſphere. 
-I ama plain man, Sir, asyou ſee, con- 


tinues he, and to beſure would do every 
thing for the beſt for my daughter, and 
no doubt ſhould: like very well to ſee 
my. daughter made a gentlewoman of; 
but then, adds he, how is that to be? 


that's the queſtion--for my part I don't 


ſee now a days that gentlemen, let 'em 
have ever ſo good a fortune, are willing 
to take a girl for love alone-- no offence 
I hope to you, Sir,-- By no means Sir, 


replied the captain, I aſſure you, Sir, I 
_eſteem your ſentiments, and though 
love is the chief ingredient in a happy 
marriage, yet to make it quite com- 
pleat, alittle fortune is neceſſary No- 
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I rather think, ſays Mr. Sirloin, as times 
go, that fortune is looked upon as the 
chief ingredient--you'll excuſe me, Sir, T 
am a blunt man--Pray, Sir, make no 


apology, replied the captain.---Well, 
Sir, fays Mr. Sirloin, let us mow enter 
upon the buſineſs we met upon.--You 
{ay you have a regard for my daughter, 
J ſuppoſe you mean love. ----I do Sir, 


anſwered the captain.-- You are an of- 
ticer Sir, my daughter tells me.--Yes Sir, 
returned the captain, but to deal inge- 
nuouſly with you, I am only a younger 
brother, therefore I can't boaſt of any | 
great fortune, a thouſand pounds or ſo, 
beſides my commiſſion, with which, 


continues he, I am capable of appear- 
| ing as a gentleman, and hope I have 
* always acted as ſuch.----A thouſand 
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of money in my opinion; I don't know 
what you may think of it: as for your 
commiſſion, ſays he, that's quite out 
of my way, and therefore I know no- 
thing of it; and now Sir, continues he, 


as you hayg told me who you are, it is 


but fair that I ſhould tell you who I 

m.----I am, adds he, a butcher by 
trade, and by induſtry and frugality, 1 
make ſhift to maintain myſelf and fa- 


mily with what I call credit, for I 


make it a rule, never to beſpeak any 
thing for myſelf or any of my family, 
but what I know I can afford, nor let 
any thing be wore, or made uſe of, till 
I have paid for it.--I pay my landlord 


his rent every quarter day, and I don't 


owe any man a ſhilling in the world, and 
ſo now, Sir, if you like me for a father- 
in-law, without farther ceremony 
Were s my hand, and done's the word, 


LY 
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This cloſe way of doing buſineſs, 
fays Sable, I found diſconcerted my 


martial conductor, who evaded clo- 
fing with the propoſal, ſaying ſuch 
a thing as marriage required a little 
more conſideration than a bet at a 


cock-match or a hotſe-race --- why 


took you, Sir, ſays Mr. Sirloin, this 
is my way of doing buſineſs; if I 
ſee a bullock in the market which I 
think is for my purpoſe, I go and 
examine him, and if I find that he'll 


do, I enquire his price, and if 'its 


about the mark, I bid money for 
him, and if my Money 18 accepted, 
I have the beaſt; but if not, we 


part, and there's no harm done vou 3 


know ; now apply that, Sir. Well, 
Sir, returned the captain, to make 


a matter of trade of this affair, a8 
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I profeſs a regard for your daughter, 
If. you will give Me a fortune with 
her I will marry, her, notwithſtand- 
ing the diſgrace it will be to my 
family. ---- Fortune, Sir! ſays Mr. 
Sirloin, what fortune do you expect 
me to give? I ſuppoſe, Sir, ſays the 


captain, you intend to give her a 


fortune equal to her education and 


her education and appearance in the 


World, fays Mr. Sirloin, I have told 


you how that came about, and that 
it was not my fault, and now I'll 
tell you what I'll give you with her: 
III ſpend a few guineas in a wedding 
dinner with all my heart; but as 
for fortune, I aſſure you I have none 
to give. You certainly are in jeſt, 
Sir, ſays the captain, as you have 
educated 
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educated and dreſt your daughter; in 
the character of a lady of fortune. 
Zounds, Sir, ſays Mr. Sirloin, I tell 
you my wife has had the Whole 
management of her, and that it is 
not my fault, -- this very thing, adds. 
he, have 1 told my wife over - and 
over; for, fays I, what tradeſman 
do you think will have her, as ſhe 


will to be ſure expect to live in the 
manner ſhe has been; brought up, 
and if ſhe does not, fays I, then ſhne 

will be unhappy.; z and What tradeſ- 
man is theres, ſays ! I. that can afford, 
or if he could, wou d think it pro- 
per, | to keep her like 4 lady! and 
what gentleman, , days. 1,, will take a 


& & «# 


butcher” s daughter without 'P far- 


thing, only becauſe the girl, Jays 1.. 


has a notion of drefs and politeneſs, 5 
E 2 


as 
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as they call it ? that, ſays I, the 
girl will be brought up to be fit for 
nothing, and in the end, ſays I, turn 
whore; but it ſignified nothing, for 
my wife ſaid her daughter ſhou'd be 
brought up and dreſt as well as 
Mr. Spiggott, the alehouſe-man's 
daughter, who was no better than 


ſhe was, and that ſomething might 
happen. 


Here Mr. Sirloin was interrupted 
by the ſudden entrance of the wife 
of his boſom, who was followed by 
Miſs Sirloin, as I ſoon found her to 
be. —- The flayer of oxen was at 
once aftoniſhed and intimidated on 
ſeeing his wife; Mr. Sirloin, ſays 
the lady, on her entrance, I am ſur- 
prized at your impolitick behaviour. 
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I have heard every word you have 


faid, and any one wou'd imagine 
you had no more ſenſe. than the 
beaſtes you kill, to tell a gentleman 
with the circumſtances of your fa- 
mily in the manner you have, Mr. 
Sirloin, is a monſterous thing. --- 
Mr. Sirloin declared he had ſaid no- 
thing but the truth, and added, that 
liſteners ſeldom heard any good of 
themſelves. Mrs. Sirloin returned, 
that he was a poor mean ſpirited 
wretch, and had not a grain of am- 
bition in him. Mr. Sirloin replied, 
he believed it might be better, if 
ſome folks had leſs, and for his part 
he did not ſee what buſineſs people 
in his ſphere had to do with ambi- 
tion; for, fays he, they are general- 
M1 "24642, — 45 
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ly getting into ſome ſcrape, or ano- 
ther. 


Miſs, during the altercation be- 
twixt her Papa and Mamma, had 
drawn near the captain, who took 
very little notice of her: Mrs. Sir- 
loin now addreſſed herſelf to the 

captain, and told him, ſhe hoped 
he would excuſe Mr. Sirloin's want 
of politeneſs, and aſſured him, that 
though it was true, her daughter, 
was not the largeſt fortune in the 
pariſh, neither was ſhe. the leaſt, 
adding, that as Suky was their only 
child, ſhe would be entitled to every 
farthing that wou'd be left on their 

deaths, and which ſhe durſt ſay 

would amount to near a hundred pound. | 
To be ſure, continues ſhe, if Mr. 
Sirloin 


BE ACK COAT. 7 
Sirloin was bat 2 puſhing man, he 
might be able to leave _—_ ny. 
hundreds. 


Mr. Sirloin ſaid, he underſtood 
the captain was in love with Suſan; 
and faid he ſhou'd think with that 
and the thouſand und he had, 

they might live very happy. The 
captain replied, that it was true, he 
had a great regard for Miſs Sirl6in, 
and that his fortune was about à 


thouſand pound; but that as he wad | 
of one of the beſt families in Dor- 


ſetſhire, it wou'd be a diſgrace to it 
to marry into Mr. Sirloin's family; 
unleſs it was made up by a fortune; 
and that he had been told Mifs Sir 
loin wou'd be worth a thoufand 
pound, and which by her-drefs;*and 

NG 1 the 
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the company ſhe kept, he thought 
cou'd be no leſs. Mr. Sirloin declared, 
that whoever ſaid he cou'd give his 
daughter a thouſand pound was a 

andalous perſon ;. as for her dreſs and 
company, do you, ſpeaking to his 
wife, anſwer for that. 


& & Fg 2: +43 & 
. *Fhe waiter now told Mr. Sirloin, 
a perſon would be glad to ſpeak to 
him, and on his going out, Mrs. 
Sirloin told the captain, that ſhe 
preſumed his intentions had been 
honourable, and that his addreſſes 
had not been made to her daughter 
altogether for the /ucre of gain, the 
captain proteſted his love was intirely 
difintereſted ; but that he c not, 
on account of his family, think 'of Yi 
entering into an alliance with Mr. 
TA Sirloin 
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Sirloin without a fortune:---Mr. Sir- 
loin was now returned, and rubbing 
his hands, aſked if the captain was 
willing to accept of his daughter or 
not; the captain ſtrongly urged, that 
the diſgrace it wou'd be to his family 
wou'd not permit him to engage any 
farther. Pray Sir, fays Mr. Sirloin, 
what is this great family you talk ſo 
much of ?---F am, anſwered the cap- 
tain, of the family of the Fortune- 
-hunters, which is as ancient a one as 
any in the kingdom. Mr. Sirloin 
aſked him if he did not know one 
Fohn Trot - the captain upon this 

appeared extreamly confounded, but 

ſtammer d out he knew no ſach per- 


ſon ; upon this Mr. Sirloin rang the 
bell, and aſked the waiter if he 


knew that gentleman, pointing to 
Sit : E 5 the Op 
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"FTE 


ter, very — pod name 1s Ich 
Trott; he was a footman to ſquire 
—— and was diſcharged for ſome 
miſdemeanors about half a year ago; 
and ſpeaking to the new- made cap- 
tain, ſaid; you know me very well 
Mr. Trott, don't you? the captain 
replied, he never. ſaw him before to 
his knowledge. --- Come, come, Mr. 
Trott, ſays the waiter, don't wink 
at me, LIL not. ſee any body impoſed 
upon, I know, you very well. Mr. 
* Sirloin's choler being now raiſed to 
the higheſt degree, he could not con- 
tain himſelf any longer; but pulling 
off his wig and coat, told my unfor- 
tunate companion, that though he 
had impoſed upon him, he would 
take no advantages of him, but wou d 
f A box 
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box him fairly; but the martial hero 
declined the- combat, upon which 
Mr. Sirloin, giving a looſe to his 
hands and feet together, employed 
them both ſo faſt upon my unlucky 
comrade, that it was hard to deter- 
mine which of them went-the faſteſt; 
and my paſſive conductor ſeemed re 
ſolved to ſee whether his patience, 
or Mr: Sirloin's ſtrength would hold 


out the longeſt, and Mr. Sirloin be- 
ing a corpulent mam was at lengtli 
obliged to give over his labour for 
want of breath, and thereby the 
eaptain's principle of non-refiftance; 
obtained a compleat victory over the 
one _— of the "_ butcher. 
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violent exertion of his ſtrength had 
— _ occaſioned, now turned to his wife 
4: 3 and daughter, and told the latter that 
#' I for the future ſhe ſhould be under 
his direction, and bid her ſee that to- 
morrow, ſhe appeared in the ſhop as 
his daughter, with a coloured apron 
before her, and diſpoſe of thoſe 
dangling things at her elbows or he'd- 
1 burn em: the two ladies having ſeen 
ſiuch manifeſt proofs of Mr. Sirloin's 
proweſs were intimidated into ſilence, 
not even daring to exerciſe thoſe 
*dreadful weapons their tongues, 
which were now for the wt time I 
we ſubdued. - 


= 1 BE. The ciptain Fw this had em 
[4 ployed himfelf in wiping the dirt 
which had been left by Mr, Sirloin's 
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ſhoes off him, every now and then 
ſaying, this was fine treatment for a 
. 


Mr. Sirloin now . the un 
a ordered the martial captain to 
leave the room, who ſeemed very glad 
to obey him, Mr. Sirloin compli- 
menting him with two or three 1 

handſome: kicks at his de e 


The fruits of this n con- 

tinued Sable, was pretty equally di- 

vided betwixt me and my unfortunate 
aſſociate, though I believe the marks 
of Mr. Sirloin's favours, continued 
a conſiderable time longer upon the 
unſucceſsful captain than upon me, 
a eee which inſtead 25 
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68 The ApvenTurEs'of a 
ereating envy in me, an A 
matter of conſolation. h DN 
The addreſs BP RETRO of this 
aſſumed military gentleman, con- 
tinued Sable, did not at firſt diſco- 
ver to me any thing that reſembled 
the gentility of an officer in the 
army, nor did his lodging correſpond 
with We chars ce, A trstecbre l 
imagined he was only in — _ 


8 eee _—_ ade ber 
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mily of Fortune Hunters, continued 


my former lodging in Monmoutb- 
Street, and a variety of - bruſhes hav« 


ing been uſed upon me, like a Hacks 
deychorſe after a day's journey, I re- 
> mained 


mained ſome time without, any re- 
markable adventure happening to 
me; at length, continued Sable, a 
member of Comus's court, but better 
known by the ſignificant appellation 
of a Choice Spirit, conducted me to 
a tavern, in the Strand, where 1 
found a number of gentlemen, and 
the better ſort of tradſemen, aſ- 
ſembled together, whom I ſoon learn- 
ed were the members. of a ſociety | 
that met once a week, and that this 
was their anniverſary feaſt- day. It 
being in the morning, they ere 
now met together to take a walk, qr 
to ſpend the time in ſome naſe 
ment, that might beſt conduce to 
create an appetite, to enable them to 
do honouf to the approaching enter 
Kine, Aar companion ſingled 
nd. | , out 
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out one, who from his broad ſleek 
face, and rotundity of belly, ſeemed 
to have ſignalized himſelf at the de- 
ſtruction of many a feaſt, and by the 
jocular ſpeeches of ſeveral of the 
members, together with his own ex- 
preſſtons, boaſting of his excellence 
in the maſticating way, I was fully 
confirmed that his being ſo uncom- 
monly well larded, was owing to his 
ſuperior merit in the ſcience of 
eating. 


My conducter propoſed a walk to 
this gentleman, but he objected to it, 
on account of the fatigue it would 
be to him, and that it might diſ- 
order his ſtomach, which he de- 
clared was in excellent order, but 
—_ he had no en to take a 
little 
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little air up the river, and which he 


fancied, with now and then a glaſs 
of wine and bitters, they might 
carry with them, would ſtrengthen 
his appetite ; this propoſal was ac- 
cepted by my comrade, and two other 
gentlemen agreed to accompany 
them; accordingly at Somerſet-ſtairs 
a boat was hired, and the water- 
men ordered to row them. up to 
Putney. | 2 


During our voyage this ſon of Co- 
mus regaled the worthy diſciples 
of Epicurus, with ſame gingerbread 
nuts he had brought with him, at 


firſt he refuſed to eat any, fearing he 


ſaid they would damp his appetite, 
but my ſpark telling him, they were 
an excellent ſtomatic, and that 


there 
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\ was a particular ingredient | in 
them, that was an enemy to eyery 
thing that clogged the ſtomach, he 
was prevailed upon to beguile the 
time with feeding on the appetite- 
creating gingerbread, which he did 
very Flentifully, ever and Anon di- 
lating with a glaſs of wine and bit- 
we. The lat ſpeech of my com- 
panion, together \ with his taking the 
nuts he himſelf cat, and thoſe he 
gave the other two gentlemen, from 
a different pocket than that. out of 
which he regaled the well- larded 


gentleman -with, made me' conclude 
the eder Zecnied, with dome 


. een e 
1 IS — + 
Byte + time we arrived at Putney, 
| continued Sable, our fat companion 
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had n the pocket of my hu- 
morous conducter, of all the ſto» 
matic gingerbread, declaring it was 


the beſt he had ever taſted. We 


landed at Putney, where we ſtaid 


only to get a, freſh cargo of wine, 
and then returned to the general 
rendezvouſe, Where being arrived, 
and the champion come within ſight 
of the table, that was by this time 
prepared ready for the gueſts, he 
ſaid he believed he ſhould make a 


very hearty dinner, for that though | 


be had eat a large quantity of ſome 
excellent ginger bread nuts, yet he 
felt a kind of | a knawing in his 


ſtomach, Soon the feaſt was uſhered 


in, and my companion gueſſing that 


it would not be long before the mine 


A prudently retired to another 
| 29 part 
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Part of the table to avoid the ex- 


plgſion. 8 ä 


The company being all ſeated, 
each helped himſelf to what he 
chooſe, and preſently caſting my eyes 
upon our companion and gingerbread 
eater, I ſaw him labouring moſt fu- 
"1,1 riouſly to bring down a pyramid of 
I | | — turbot he had raiſed upon his plate, 

i at every other mouthful drinking a 
- ſmall glaſs of wine, ſaying, by that 
means, he ſhould be able to eat as 
much again; having accompliſhed 
the deſtruction of the firſt plate full, 
he had again heaped it to its former 
fize, and by a vigorous attack, again 
threatened its downfalt; but now the 
gingerbread, I ſuppoſe; began to 
operate, for before he had deſtroyed 
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one quarter of the plate full, he 
began to make ſtrange faces, and 
twined his body about, as if he fat 
upon ſomething that made him un- 
eaſy, which he continued for ſeveral 
minutes, at length a noiſe was heard. 
to iſſue from his bowels, like the 
ſound of diſtant thunder, and im- 
mediately - ſtarting from his chair, 
with .great haſte left the room, and 
ſo precipitate was his flight, that by 
his haſty riſing, he overthrew one 
of his next neighbours, who endea- 
vouring to ſave himſelf, pulled down 
a large baſon of oyſter ſfawce, that 
ſtood before him, which firſt falling 
upon his face, from thence had form- 
ed a rivulet down a crimſon ſattin. 
waiſtcoat he had on. 


5 
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By the time this unforunate gen- 
tleman had wiped himſelf, Mr. Feaſt- 
love (that being the fat gentleman 4 


name) was returned, and 1 


afked pardon of the company in ge- 
neral for his abrupt departure, and 
the gentleman whom he had thrown | 
down in particular, for the damage 
done to him, he again fat down, de- 
caring he was never taken fo in all 
his life.--- Aclean plate bein gbrou ght 


him, He once more filled it with tur- 


| bot, and having drank two glaſſes of 
wine, began to give evident tokens 


of a perfect recovery, but by th 


time he had diſpoſed of h half of 1 


his countenance began to Wax pale, 


ant the contortions of Hs body de- 
clared he fat very uneaſy, and the 


bling noiſe in his bowels ſoon 


after 
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after alarmed the company, and 
ſeemed to be the ſignal for a ſecond. 
flight, upon which the gentlemen 
who fat on each ſide of him, moved 
as far from him as they could, leſt 
in his retreat he might again over- 
turn one of them; however, he yet 
continued upon his chair frowning 


and eating; after drinking a glaſs of 


wine, the noiſe in his bowels in 
creaſed, but yet he was loath to leave 
the feaſt, though he had laid down 
his knife and fork, and ſat grinning 
horridly upon his chair, with his 
hands upon each knee, as if he had 
really been in an action not decent 
to be mentioned; but fearing, I ſup- 
poſe, that worſe would enſue, he 
angrily roſe from his chair, and once 
more hailed out of the room, curſing 

: © and 


96 The ADVENTURES of @ 


and wondering as he went what 
could be the matter with him. 


This ſecond unwilling departure, 
created much mirth in the company, 


and gave birth to many jokes at the 


expence of the ill-fated champion. 
It was not long before he returned, 
and fixing his eyes upon my com- 
panion, ſwore he believed he had 
given him a doſe of phyſic in the 
gingerbread, and with a ſtern coun- 


tenance declared, if it really was ſo, 


he would reſent it ſeverely. .My 


companion told him he had no rea- 
ſon to attribute his diſorder to the 


nuts he had given Him, for that he 
himſelf and two gentlemen then pre- 


ent had eat of them, and "found 1 no 
fuch effects; upon thi the company 
. was 


* 
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was unanimous in opinion, that it 
muſt be owing to ſomething elſe he 


had eat in the morning. Mr. Feaſt- 


love vowed that he had refrained 


from eating any thing that morning 


on account of the feaſt; every one 
then concluded the turbot did not 
agree with him, and Mr. a 


began to imagine that was the cauſe, 
therefore determined to try ſome- 


thing elſe, and again ſitting down, 
he filled a plate with ham and fowl, 
ſeeming determined to make up the 


time and loſs he had ſuffered by the 
turbot, on thoſe diſhes. The quick 


again reſtored to his uſual health and 


vigour, and they congratulated him 


F on 


zatch he made with the legs and 
wings A a fowl and afliceof ham, now 


company that he was 


98 The ADVENTURES of 4 


on his recovery. Mr. Feaſtlove ſaid 

it was very ſurpriſing that  tucbot, 
which was a fiſh that he was extra- 
vagantly tond of, ſhould ſerve him 

ſo now, particularly, and that Ee be- 
lieved he ſhould be able to make a 

4d wa bc leraple dinner, but he had ſcarce de- 
* Noured two thirds of the ham and 
owl he had helped himſelf to, than 
he very gravely laid down his knife 
and fork ; and with a mixture of ſor- 
row and anger, proteſted he found 
the diſorder was again coming upon 
Him, u and in a few minutes the 
former convulſions of his face re- 
turned, which cauſed much I 


. 


deavoured to ES it 28.4 C b ;£ 

poſſible. --- He was now he” to 
* * drink a glaſs of wine made hot, which 
# he 
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He did, and again ſeized his knife 
and fork, and was diſſecting a fowl, 
but the hot wine, like a baſon of 
water gruel, aiding the phyfick that 
was lodged in the gingerbread, cauſed 
ſuch a ferment within him, that he, 
ſeemed at a loſs to tell which way it 
would operate upon him; ſometimes 
it appeared as if he had a fit of the 
cholicky and by and by, as if he had 

taken a vomit, and juſt as two fine 

Haunches of veniſon appeared ſmoak - 
ing before him, he roſe from his 
chair, and curſing his guts, ſpeeded 

Journ ſtairs. | 


J his third retreat ſurprized the 
company much, though they did not 
ſeem to be very forry, it being ob- 
ſerved 5 could very vell afford to 
4 3 „„ looſe 
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looſe what he did. The unhappy 


eater, of the appetite-creating nuts, 
continued Sable, being returned» 
he again vented his rage againſt the 
gingerbread, ſwearing nothing elſe 
could have affected him ſo, but my 
companion, and the two gentlemen 
who had likewiſe eat gingerbread 
(though indeed not out of the ſame 
pocket) being in good health, it was 
determined by the company, that it 
could not poſſibly be the cauſe. 
Mr. Feaſtlove ſaid he could not tell 
how it was, but he was ſure he had 
taken phyſic that day, and ſwore it 
was a ſtrong doſe too ;--- and i 
fat down and ſwore a great oath, he 
would not leave the room again till 
he had fully dined, and though he 
had been forced from the turbot, and 
„ Mg © che 
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the ham and fowls, yet nothingſhould 
make him leave the veniſon, while 
he had power to force a bit down.-- 
Thus refolved he fell moſt voraciouſly 
upon the haunches of veniſon, de- 
priving them of two full pounds at 
leaſt, which after heating over a 
lamp with currant jelly and other 
| ſauce, he began to ſend down to keep 
peace in his Corporation, and for a 
conſiderable time I concluded the 
veniſon would prevent any farther 
tumult;--- but before one third had 
been diſpatched to keep the rebel- 
lious powers in awe, an alarm was 
begun, and thenoiſe of contention Was 
heard again to rumble from within 
the globoſe belly of the afflicted hero, 
and in a few minutes the noiſe in- 
creaſing, declared the battle rage 
* 3 with 
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with great violence, but true to the. 
cauſe, he ſcorned to be ſubdued. 


A gentleman now recommended 
a glaſs of brandy to Mr. Feaſtlove, 


which he approving, he for a minute 


refrained from eating, and took off 
2 large glaſs, and then fell too again, 
being determined, he ſaid, to weather 
the ſtorm, and the horrid: faces he 
frequently made, and extraordinary 
motions of his body, declared he was 
very ſtrongly ſummoned to depart. 


the room again ;--- but ſoon the bran- 
dy, inſtead of putting an end to the 


inteſtine broil, made it ten times 
worſ , ---and juſt as he was opening 


3 


his mouth to receive a ſmall ſlice 


of veniſon, not larger than a mode- 


inte ized mutton chap, the ginger- 
10 "= | bread 
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bread proved victorious, and drove 
fih, fleſh, and fowl, with other 
auxiliaries, out of the field of battles 
at they lay 1 in great diſorder, ſcat- 
tered over the table, and endangered 
the eyes of the oppoſite gentlemen; 
nor was this all, for during this diſ- 
aſter, another party had forced open 
the Sally-port, and fought refuge in 
the breeches of the perſevering hero. 
The company now roſe in great con- 
fuſion, and a quantity of ſnuff was 
deſtroyed; thoſe taking it now who 
perhaps never took any before: To 
conclude this terrible affair, the gin- 
gerbread eater, after being pretty wel 
well recovered from this laſt unfor- 
tunate affair, was ſent home ſome 
pounds lighter than he — cams 
wore 2027, 3) C2 OT jy POE 
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The tragi-comic ſcene being end- 
ed, continued Sable, this worthy mem- 
ber of Comus court, repaired to the 
rendezvous of the Choice Spirits, 
where he was heartily received, and 
recounting to them his day's exploit, 


fat them in a roar of laughter, at 
the expence of Mr. Feaſtlove, * 


who little dreamt, I believe, of tak- 


ing a doſe of phyſic on the feaſt-day 


of the ſociety, though 'tis probable 
this Choice Spirit conferred a benefit 
on him inſtead of a puniſhment ; in 


the morning this frolickſome ſpark 


conducted me to my old lodgings. 


I began now, continued Sable, to 


wiſn for a little reſpite, the pleaſing 


novilty of my fituation in Monmouth- 


* gradually nn as the ſuc- 
ceſſion 
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ceſſion of my adventures encreaſed; 
and my curioſity abating, in propor- 
tion as my excurſions became leſs 
pleaſing. The deſire I had of a little 
relaxation from buſineſs was grati- 
fied, the expedition J had with the 
choice ſpirit, being the laſt time L 
was called to aid the ſchemes of any 
of the ſons of invention, who might 0 
have occaſion to appear in diſguiſe, - 0 N 
or aſſiſt the ſtruggles of the unfor- I 


tunate in their endeavours to over- 
come an adverſe fate, during my 


ſtay in Monmouth-ſtreet, where 1. 
remained a conſiderable time with- 
out any farther employment. 
During this receſs from buſineſs, 
continued Sable, 1 paſt much time in 
contemplating on the various modes 
F 5 bh of 
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of happineſs which mankind ſought 
alter, and the different means they 
purſued to attain their adopted wiſhes; 
the labours of my fellow adventures 
in their diurnat expeditions, which 
were always communicated to -the | 


ſociety, together with my own ex- 


perience, affording me variety of in- 
ſtances. The power of reaſoning, 


and of aſſimilating their ideas, with 
which men are indued, to enable 


them to diſtinguiſh the true road to 


happineſs, I found was of little or 
no ſervice to them in their purſuit, 
the prefent gratification of the paſ- 
fions and ſcenes, ſeems to be the 
chief conſideration and ſtimulater in 
all their actions; but when the vi- 
gour of youth begins to relax, and 
the heat of blood to cool, the paſ- 
Bons and ſenſes neceſſarily decay, 

— and 


- 4 
n 


BLACK COAT. ie) 
and they then perceive their error, 
and lament that they did not in their 
youth, furniſh the ſtore-houſe of 
wifdom, with uſeful knowledge, to 
enable them to paſs with ſatis faction 
and tranquility, through age and in- 
firmity, and for want of which they 
become fretful and peevith, difagree- 


able-to themſelves, and to. eyery one 
elſe... 1 


The youthful auditor here thank- 
ed the ſage adviſer, for the leſſon he 
ſo gently inſinuated, and aſſured him 
that he would endeavour to regulate 
his conduct agrecable to the dictates 
of reafon, and that his ſtudy ſhould 
be to acquire a fund of knowledge, 
ſo that the faculties of his mind, 
| * afford him pleaſure when his 


F 6 paſſions | 
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paſſions and ſenſes ſhould deny it. 
The wile narrator replyed, he hoped 


the alluring baits of pleaſure would 


not have power to check his reſo- 
lution, or deſtroy thoſe bloſſoms of 
virtue whoſe-fruit was happineſs. 


I next, continued Sable, became 
the property of a very ingenious gen- 
tleman, who has entertained . the 
town in, a variety of characters, but 
in none more ſingular, or more to his 


emolument, during the time it laſted, 


than that in which I had the honour 
to ſerve him in, and though he has 


never been remarkable for concealing 
his follies, yet this is a ſecret which 
he has carefully preſerved. ---- To 
keep you no longer in ſuſpence, I was 
purchaſed by this genius, to counte- 


nance 


rad 
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nance him in the character of a 
F ortune-teller, a ſcheme which his 
thorough knowledge of the town, 
together with a great variety f 
anecdotes of a number of people, 
which he had treaſured up, made 
him the beſt qualified to act of any 
man in London; and he was a very 
Proteous, in varying his appearance, 
for he would be in your company two 
or three times a day, if he had oc- 
caſion, in the ſame number of cha- 
racters, without your being able to 
diſcover him. --- It was this gentle- 
man, continued Sable, who removed 
me from Monmouth-ſtreet, to a 
lodging near Charing-croſs, this be- 
ing the place he had chooſe to de- 
liver his oracles from, a ſpot which, 
time out of mind, has been remark- 

able 
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able for the refidence of all the ex- 
traordinary things and phenomena, 
which have been deemed worthy the 
attention of this metropolis. 


Here White, begged to know why 


that place was fo particularly fixt 


upon by the induſtrious providers of 


ſtrange fights and rarieties, $able de- 


clared it was not in his power to re- 
folve him, with certainty in that 


point, but faid, that as theſe itine- 
rant raree-ſhow gentlemen, dealt in 
nothing but what is moſt properly 


adapted to the meaneſt capacity, (as 
ſome bookſellers inform the world 
what they publiſh is) ſo this neigh- 
bourhood may be looked upon, by 


theſe gentlemen, as the meridian beſt 


n tor their purpoſe. 
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Every thing being ſettled by this 
foreteller of events, continued Sable, 
advertiſements were put in the news- 
papers, and bills diſperſed, acquaint- 
ing the nobility and gentry, that a 
ſage Egyptian, who was making the 
tour of Europe, was arrived in Lon- 
don, and that his ſtay would be only 
one month, during which time they 
might be informed of any particu- 
lar they were deſirous of knowing, 
either paſt, preſent, or to come; at- 
tendance at -- Charing- croſs, 
every evening, from ſix to nine, price 


five chillings each perſon. 


The firſt who came to ſearch the 
regiſter of fate, continued Sable, 
were two ladies, one tall, and the 

other thort; the tall lady deſired to 
(29 know 
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know, as a ſpecimen of the doctor's 


art, (for ſo he ſtiled himſelf) where 
ſhe was on ſuch a day, a conſiderable 


time paſt; the doctor having been 


informed of the day of her nativity, 
and looking over his book, told her 
ſhe was, on the day ſhe mentioned, 


in Newgate ; the lady ſtarted in great 


ſurprize, --- and aſked how ſhe came 
to be there, --- the doctor told her, 
ſhe went to ſee a Highwaymen, -- the 


other lady then aſked where the was 


on that day,---the Doctor, after going 
through the ceremony of calculating 
her nativity, told her ſhe. was alſo in 
Newgate, with the other lady on the 
ſame occafion.--- Theſe anſwers were 
thought proof enough of the doctor's 
knowledge of things paſt, and the 


tall lady next deſired, he would tell 
vec, ; her 
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her the moſt remarkable place ſhe 
had been at that day, to which the 
doctor, after making a calculation by 
ſome very extraordinary figures with 
pen and ink, anſwered ſhe had been 
to ſee the fall man, where ſhe had 
ſeen ſomething that greatly ſurprized 
her, here the lady bluſhed, and 
ſaid ſhe was now ſure he was the 
vil, but the doctor declared he. 


was only a diſtant relation of the 1n- 
fernals.---Well, where ſhall I go to- 
morrow, ſays the lady, why madam, 
| fays the doctor, you have reſolved to 
pay a viſit to the tall man again to- 
morrow evening alone, but whether 
you will really keep to your refolu- 
tion or not, is more than the arch- 
fiend himſelf can tell. The lady 
ſaid ſhe muſt confeſs there was more 
* od truth, 
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truth than manners in his anſwers, 
and that ſhe ſhould have expected 
ſuch an anſwer to have been whiſ- 
pered when there was a third perſon 
in company. The doctor humbly 
aſked pardon, but faid as the lady 


her companion was privy to her de- 


ſign, and intended to vifit the al 
man herſelf another time, he did not 


apprehend any harm could are in 
ſpeaking of it at that time. Well, 
Sir, ſays the lady, ſince I find you do 


know more than I imagined, I hope 


you are a man of honour, and at the 


ſame time put a guinea into the doc- 
tor's hand.---The doctor aſſured the 
ladies they might rely upon his ſe- 


crecy, and waited upon them down 


a private' pair of ſtairs which led into 
a ſtreet that lay behind the houſe, 


The 
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The firſt trial of my genius's know- 
ledge of the influence of the ſtars, 
continued Sable, ſucceeded to admi- 
ration.--- White here defired to know 
what book it was the doctor extracted 
his knowledge from, -- Sable replied, 
it was a common place book in which 
his owner entered down his anec- 
dotcagh and which he was every day 
realing, being employed all day 
in going from place to place where 
he could beſt gain intelligence --= 
you will, no doubt, wonder ſays Sable, 
how he could come by the knowledge 
of the lady's ſecret intention, that, 
adds Sable, he gueſſed -- which in- 
deed from thele ladies known cha- 
racer and diſpoſition was no difficult 
matter to do, for he knew. who the 
ladies were perſectly well, and I af- 
ſure 
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ſure you, they were both people of 
great diſtinction. 


The next remarkable perſon, con- 
tinued Sable, who was deſirous of 
conſulting the ſtars, was an officer in 
the guards, who on his entrance told: 
tie doctor he had heard he was ac- 
quainted with things abover and be- 
low ſtairs, --- you underſtand mes 
continues he, and fo let me have five 


ſhillings worth of information.--- 


From which quarter Sir, ſays the doc- 


tor which quarter replys the fa- 
miliar gentleman,--- why faith, adds 


he, I believe its from below flairs.--- 
The doctor then deſired to know the 
day of his nativity, and that he would 
propoſe his queſtion, --- why you 


muſt know, ſay the gay ſpark, that 
. | 
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I have a d---'d inclination to lie with 
the wife of a particular friend of 
mine, but I want to know whether 
it will be attended with any bad 
conſequences, --- I mean, continues 
he, whether I ſhould be obliged to 
fight in this caſe or not ? for though 
I would not have you think me a 
coward, yet I ſhoud not choole to 
draw my {ſword upon my friend.--- 
The doctor after looking overhis book, 
and making a number of hierogly- 
phicks as uſual, told him, that though 
the huſband would know his diſ- 
honour, yet he might be aſſured no 
bad conſequences would enſue to 
him, for that it would only make his 
friend unhappy during his life; the fon 
of Mars, continued Sable, was ex- 
3 well fatisfied with this an- 
ſwer, 
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ſwer, and departed, in all probabi- 

lity, to confer upon his friend this 
new mark of his eſteem. 


A young lady, continued Sable, of 
a fine figure, next entered, and after 
anſwering the doctor the neceſſary 
queſtions, told him ſhe wanted to 
know when ſhe ſhould be married --- 
what'ſort of a man ſhe ſhould have--- 
and how many children ? --- The 
doctor, after conſulting the book of 
knowledge, told her, that it would 
be ſome time before ſhe was mar- 
ried --- and that ſhe would marry an 
old baronet, whoſe title and eſtate 
ſhe would deem a ſufficient compen- 
fation, for the ſacrifice of her youth 
and beauty, to age and infirmity ;--- 
and that ſhe would have two daugh- 


ters 
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ters by him, both which would be 
born within a month after her mar- 
riage, and yet, adds he, your virtue 
will be unblemithed. --- Sir, ſays the 
lady, this 1s the moſt inconſiſtent 
piece of intelligence that I ever heard; 
I hope you dont mean to affront me, 
adds the lady, --- the doctor replied, 
that what he had related to her, was 
but the effect of his art; what is 
meant he declared was yet beyond 
his knowledge, but pray Sir, ſays the 
lady, does your art inform you that 
I ſhall really have two daughters 
within a month after my marriage, 
and yet my virtue be unbleriſhed.--- 
Madam, ſays the doctor, it is really 
as I have related, but I will take 
ſome pains to unravel the myſtery--- 
den which he began to make a 


number 
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number of ſtrange figures, and the 
reſult of his enquiry he told the lady 
was, that ſhe would certainly have 


two daughters within the time he 


had mentioned, the eldeſt of whom, 
he ſaid, would be born very ſoon ai- 
ter her marriage, and the other within 
a month after; --- you will be very 
happy madam, ſays he, in the firſt, 
for your huſband will ſpare nothing 
that his eſtate, which will not be 
very ſmall, can adminiſter for its gra- 
tification, nor will you, madam, ſet 
any bounds to your inclinations, to 
ſupport and cheriſh it. But you 
will not be ſo happy, ſays he, in your 
other daughter, for it will be of an 
ſatiable diſpoſition, and your huſband 
will do all in his power to fatisfy it, 
but all his endeavours will only ſerve 

to 
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to increaſe its deſires.--- The lady de- 
clared the could not poſſibly under- 
ſtand him, and deſired if he could 
explain himſelf that lie would. --- 
The doctor anſwered, what he had 
told her he was convinced would 
come to paſs, and that her firſt 
danghter's name would be Pride, and 


and the other Luft. --- Upon this 


the lady flew out of the room, ſay- 
ing, - he might repent this treat- 
ment. 


A little old gentleman with a white 
wig and roſy face, next entered our 
temple, and addreſſing himſelf to the 
doctor, told him that though he had 
never placed any confidence in ora- 
cles, yet the fame of his great ſkill 
in aſtrology, made him reſolve to 
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throw away five ſhillings and half 
an hour, in conſulting him in a 
thing he ſhould be glad to know. --- 
The doctor told him he would re- 
ſolve him in the beſt manner his art 
would admit. The old gentl-wan 
ſaid that he had for many years been 
ſaving every thing he couid, ſcarce 
allowing himſelf the neceſſarics of 
life, that he migat leave a fortune to 
his ſon, ſufficient to raiſe a name; 
and though he had been ſtigmatiſed 
by many people, with not having ac- 
quired the fortune he had by the 
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li . 5 faĩreſt means, yet he believed he had 
= always kept within the letter of the 
vB Jaw ; but Sir, continues he, if I live 
= fix months longer, I ſhall be able to 
yl leave my ſon fifty thouſand pounds, 


therefore, I ſhould be glad to know 
what 


. 
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what courſe he will take, and whe- 
ther he will be much on the Ex- 
change, as have been. The doc- 
tor told him, his fon would follow 
Newmarket courſe, where, ſays he, 
He will exchange the greateſt part 
of his fortune, for the qualities 
of a jockey, and by the time he is 
five and twenty, will exchange his 
liberty for a priſon, where, centinues 


he, he will exchange this life fer 


another. The old gentleman was 
preparing to remonſtrate againſt the 
decree of the ſtars, but was pre- 
vented by the knocking of another 
viſiter at the door, and he was con- 
ducted down the back fairs, com- 
plaining all the way of the partiality 


of fate in the unjuſt diſtribution of 


his fortune, and in preventing him 
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from being the it fone in the foun- 
dation of a family. 


The violent knocking at the door 
which occaſiened the ſudden diſmiſ- 
dion of the old gentleman, continued 
Sable, was the impatience of a lady, 
whoſe dreſs and appearance beſpoke 
the was of quality; ſhe was a tall 
fine figure, and her face exquiſitely 
beautiful; her eyes were full of levity, 
and declared the looſeneſs of her 
foul: --- On her entrance ſhe told the 
doctor, one of his /bop bills had been 
left at her houſe, and that ſhe had 
heard many people ſpeak of his great 
knowledge, which induced her to 
wait upon him,--- The doctor polite- 
I acknowledged the honour ſhe did 
him, and uſhered her to a ſeat.—- 
Mr. 
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Mr. what's your name — ſays this 
lady, I have been almoſt frighted to 
death theſe two day, by the loſs of a 
pocket book, which I am afraid has 
been found by a certain perſon, there- 
fore I deſire you will tell me where 
it is, and how I may recover it. --- 
The doctor, after having calculated 
the lady's nativity, and applied to his 
book, told her, a ſervant to a gen- 
tleman ſhe had viſited, had ſound it 
in his maſter's bed-chamber, and that 
he and ſeveral of his companions 
were at that time ſat down to ex- 
amine the contents of it. The lady 
ſaid ſhe was glad it had not fell into 
the hands of the perſon ſhe was ap- 
prehenſive of, but deſired to know if 
he could tell her whether there was 
a ſmall book of ivory leaves in it or 
Tt G 3 not,. 
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not, the doctor told her, he would 
let her know the whole contents in 
a few minutes. Upon which he 
began to make a great variety of in- 
comprehenſible figures, and in the. 
concluſion told the lady, in one of 
the pockets there was a paper of 
carmine, and ſeveral ſorts of powders, 
in the ſecond, there was a ſmall lock 
of flaxen-coloured hair incloſed in a. 
letter, which was dated from the 
Temple, and contained paſſionate. ex- 
preſſions of the moſt tender love and. 
eternal conſtancy, with an acknow- 
ledgment of favours in the moſt de- 
licate terms. -- The lady told the doc- 


tor there was no neceſſity for his be- 
ing very particular, the doctor pro- 
ceeding ſaid, there was a picture in 
miniature of an officer, concealed 
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under a pocket looking glafs, with 
ſeveral tender billet-doux addrefl- 
ed to Amaryllis, which had been 
ſlipt into her ladyſhip's hand; in the 
ſame pocket, continue he, there is a 
miniature of a certain nobleman 
which was given to your ladyſhip 
upon your marriage ; well, hang the- 
picture and the original too, ſays the 
lady, is the book with. the ivory 
leaves there? I ſhall inform your 
ladyſhip prefently, replies the doce- 
tor : In another pocket, there are 
a collection of curious pictures in In- 
dia paper, given to your ladyſhip by 
the gentleman who gave your lady- 
ſhip the lock of hair, and artfully 
concealed in a ſmall almanack book: 
——— Here the lady bluſhed and told 
the doctor, ſhe deſired only to know 
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it the book ſhe mentioned Was 
there. The doctor begged a mo- 
ment's patience; --- in a private poc- 
ket, continues he, there is a ſmall 
vio] of red liquor, and in another 
private pocket, there is a number 
of appointments to meet in a Wood 
in Kenſington gardens, and various 
other places, and a ſmall book of 
ivory leaves, containing a ſhort ac- 


count of the art of intriguing, with 


a ſelect number of extraordinary good 
excuſes in caſe of ſuſpicion, and ſome 
excellent ſalvos for palpable diſcove- 
ries, wrote by your ladythip's own 
hand, and which is the book, I pre- 
ſume, ſays the doctor, your ladyſhip 
enquired ſo particularly for. It is, 
anſwered the lady, and now pray 
ſays ſhe inform me how I can get it 
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back again, ----- The doctor an- 
ſwered, he believed if her ladyſhip 
would advertiſe it with a hand- 
ſome reward ſhe might recover it; 
the lady declared ſhe would give any 
thing for it, and pitting two guineas 
into the doctor's hand, ſaid ſhe hoped 
ſhe might rely upon his ſecreey, the 
doctor aſſured her ſhe might, and 
then conducted her to a hackney- 
eoach waiting at the door for her. 


The next who came to conſult thie 
Keeper of the book of knowledge, . 
continued Sable, was a young lady 
of a moſt engaging countenance, 
her natural air and the taſte of her: 
dreſs, ſeemed to vie with each other, 
in rendering her an object of loye,---- 
if on was poſſible for envy to have 

- G 5 fixed 


r 
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fixed upon any thing that ſeemed im- 
perfect, it muſt have been rather too 
much levity, which her eyes expreſ- 
ted. This young lady having inform- 
ed the doctor, what he required to 
know, the told him the had three 
lovers, who made their addreſſes to 
her; one, the faid, was a gentleman 
of the law, another was a lieutenant 
in the army, and the third a gentle- 
man of no profeffion, and deſired to 
know whichof them ſhe ſhould have; 

the doctor having confulted his book, 
told her ſhe ſhonld marry neither of 
them ;---the young lady was a good 
deal furprized, and deſired if ſhe 
ſhould have neither of them, to 
know who elſe would be her lot.--- 
I find miſe, ſays the doctor, you will 

have feveral offers from tradeſmen, 
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whom you will reject, for though 
you have no fortune, yet yon wilk 
adhere to your darling hopes of mar- 
rying a gentleman, but you will be 
deceived in your expectations. I have 
always been told, fays the lady, by 
people of your profeſſion, and that 
by more than one, that I ſhoutd be 
married to-a gentleman. ---- Thoſe: 
who have told you fo, replies the 
doQor, deceived you; they have in- 
jured many young people, adds he; 
by flattering the paffions of the cre= 
dulons, which has influenced the con- 
duct of weak people, and laid the 
foundation of their ruin.--- Sir, fays 
the lady,. 1 believe it is a maxim. 
amongſt Fortunes tellers, to ſpeak ill 
of every one in the profeſſion beſides 
a but Sir, adds ſhe, you 
ods | G 6 have 


- 
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have not told me who I am to mar- 
ry. -It is out of my power madam, 
ſays the doctor, for though I can fre- 
quently ſee you a Yotreſs, at the al- 
tar of Love, yet J cannot find that 
you will ever enter the Hymeneal Tem- 
ple.---I muſt confeſs, ſays the lady, 
you are the moſt diſcouraging fore- 
teller of events that I ever met with, 
and I have had my fortune told me 
by Cards, Caſfee- grounds, by inſpect- 
ing the lines of my hand, and by the 
Man in the Old- Bailey, and have 
always been told that I ſhould marry 
a handſome black gentleman, nay, how 
many children I ſhould have, and 
that I ſhould be very proſperous, and 
end my days in a lange haraſome houſe. 
My art deceives me greatly, replies 
the doctor, if there is any truth in 
F _—— 
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any of theſe things, except indeed, 


that you will end your days in a 


large handſome houſe. What, you do 
agree with them in that! ſays the 
lady, I ſhould be vaſtly glad if you 
can tell me whereabout it is ſitu- 
ated ; the doctor after having taken 
ſome time in aſcertaining the Geo- 
grahy, told her, he could not tell 
her any other way than by ſketch- 
ing out the appearance of it ;---and 
in a few minutes told her, if ſhe 


would look upon a paper he ſhewed 
her ſhe might probably know it ;j--= | 


the young lady was very eager to 
behold the plan of the manſion that 
ſhe was to conclude her life in, and 
peruſing it attentively, I ſaw her 
cheeks glow with indignation, and 
throwing the paper down, left the 
reo 
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room, pronouncing as ſhe went--- 
an Hofpital indeed ! 


The firſt appearance of this young 


lady, fays Sable, revived in me the 
fenfations of my youth, and J muſt 
confeſs, my heart was greatly in- 
terefted in her fate; but the infor- 
mation of the doctor filled me with 
great anxiety, though FT hope his 
preſages will prove his knowledge 
not infallible. 


A lady f far deetiried in the hade uf 


years; next entered to confult the 


ſtars: The fame of your great know- 
ledge in the myſteries of fate, ſays 
this antiquated lady, hath made me 
reſolve to wait upon you in an af- 


fair that concerns me very nearly: 
5 — 1 5 ; 8 The 
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The doctor aſſured her, that as far 
as his knowledge extended, he would 
anſwer any thing ſhe was deſirous of 
knowing: Sir, ſays the lady, I have 
a fortune of twenty thouſand pounds, 
and am yet a virgin ; but adds ſhe, 
I have thoroughly conſidered the 
delign and end of marriage, and 
am now convinced. that it is an in- 
ſtitution calculated for the mutual 
benefit of both fexes. The ſcripture 
too, continues the, inſtructs us to 
aſſociate together for the procrea- 
tion of our ſpecies, and therefore I 
am now reſolved to comply with 
the dictates of the divine law and 


the call of nature---(1 muſt confeſs. 


ſays Sable, I was a good deal ſur- 
prized to hear a woman, who ſeem- 
ed to be not far diſtant from what 

18 
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is called the grand climacterick of 
her age, talk of the procreation of 
her ſpecies in this manner, and of 


her reſolution to follow the call of 


nature) Vour ſentiments, madam; 
ſays the doctor, are certainly right, 
and J have choſe, ſays this wrinkled 
old lady, a proper young Gentleman 
to partake of conjugal felicity with 
me, and- by whom I may fulfill the 
divine command: Undoubtedly ma- 
dam, ſays the doctor, a young man 
is more proper for ſuch caſes than 
a man of your own years : I think 
ſo, indeed, Sir, ſays the lady, though 
I believe, I ſhould have children, 
by almoſt any man; for I am of a 
very fruitful family, nor am I, con- 
tinued ſhe, ſo old as perhaps you 
may imagine me ;=--but, Sir, ſays 
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ſhe, my buſineſs with you, is to 
know whether I ſhall receive any ill 
treatment from him, how many 
children I ſhall have, and whether 
my intentions will be thoroughly an- 
/wered by marrying this young gen- 
gentleman, for I am reſolved upon 
that, and the marriage writings are 
beſpoke. Madam, ſays the doctor, 
I will reſolve you preſently; upon 


which he turned to his book, and 


after caſting the neceſſary figures for 
information, told the lady, ſhe might 
depend upon receive no male-treat- 
ment from her intended ſpouſe ; that 


all her reaſonable expectations would 
be anſwered, ſuch as having the 
credit of one of the handſomeſt men 


in town for her huſband, keep what 
company ſhe pleaſed, 8⁰ where ſhe 
8 pleaſed; 
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pleaſed ; and in ſhort, do what ſhe 
pleaſed, as ſhe did before marriage, 
for that her huſband would never 


trouble her about any thing :---But, 
Sir, ſays the lady, you don't ſpeak. 


of the other comforts I ſhould ex- 
pet, and which was my chief de- 
ſign in marriage.----All. the other 
comforts of marriage, Madam, ſays 
the doctor, you will receive by 


Pram. Proxy, Sir | fays the lady, 
Why, Ma- 


what do you mean? 
dam, replies the doctor, you will 
enjoy your huſband's company, at 
bed and board by. Pray, bear chil- 
dren. by Proxy: Don't tell me, Sir, 
interrupted this ancient virgin, of 


bearing children by Proxy, I look 


upon. myſelf as capable of bearing 
| area. . young: girl what.. - 


ever, 


de 


al 
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ever, and aſſure you Sir, I ſhall not 
defire any one to bear them for me, 
and fo, Sir, your ſervant, and im- 
mediately hobbled down ſtairs, re- 


peating frequently as ſhe went, the 
word Proxy. 


And now my ſon, continues Sa- 
ble to his gay companion, I believe, 
J have related to you all the oc- 
currences, that are worthy your at- 
tention, during my ſtay with this 
fortune- teller; were 1 to give you 
a detail of every particular perſons 
defire, whole ſimplicity or curioſity” 
brought them to our nocturnal tem- | 
ple, it would take up more time 
than I fear I have to continue with 
you, nor would it be either enter- 
hes or inſtructive to you, but 

rather, 
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rather, the vaſt numbers of people, 


of all ranks, who came to enquire 


how far they and their trivial con- 


cerns were the peculiar care of the 
ſtars would create in you a mean: 
opinion of the wiſdom of the inha- 
bitants of this town. ---The truth: 


is, continued Sable, the- particular 
diſpoſition of the people of this me- 
tropolis, to credit the moſt abſurd 
and impoſſible performances, when 


undertaken by Foreigners, is one of 


their chief characteriſticks; and the 
preference and encouragement given 
to Foreigners of all denominations, 
who come here, as to the Land 


of Promiſe, to ſeek their fortunes, 


enables them to return and pur- 


chaſe eſtates in their own coun- 
try, whoſe produce is equal to the 


revenue 
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rgyenue of many princes, and I have 
heard it ſaid, that there is at this 


day, a moſt ſuperb and magnificent 


houſe, or rather palace, in Italy, 


which was built by a famous eu- 
nuch, who reſided here ſome time; 
on which he has wrote on ſeveral 
conſpicuous places, ENGLISH 
FOLLY.----You will naturally aſk, 


ſays Sable, what the excellence of 
theſe ſtrollers conſiſts in ;---in an 


Iz 
exceeding acute taſte, continues he, 
in the choice of the moſt debilitat- 


ing pleaſures, that can, render the 


mind mean and contemptible ; and 


as there are always people who 
make a buſineſs of pleaſure, theſe 
panders are at hand, ready to admi- 
niſter to them, the fruits of their 

knowledge, fo that, continues Sable, 
ond thoſe 


EE 
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thoſe who for half a ſcore of yeags, 


have been under tntors, beginning 
to reftram the power of their paſ- 
Hons, are in a few months deprived 
of the benefits they have paid fo 
«dearly for, both in time and mo- 
ney ; and by liſtening to theſe pur- 
veyors of pleaſure, give themſelves 
up to every 1gnoble gratification, 
that can debafe the mind, or cor- 
Tupt their ſentiments. 


' * Sable having indulged himſelf in 
expoling the ill conſequences that 
"reſult from the extraordinary en- 
couragement Foreigners receive to 
export themſelves amongſt us, thus 
continued his narration. ”” 


The 
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® The retailer of the events of for- 
tune, reſumed, Sable, having ex- 
hauſted all his ſtock of knowledge, 
and the limited time of his conti- 
nuance in this metropolis being ex- 
pired, he diſpoſed of the utenſils be- 
longing to his profeſſion, ſuch as a 
beard of a moſt reverend length, 
a pair of globes, magic wand, &c. 
&c. &c. to the manager of a ſtrol- 
ling company, to equip ſerjeant Kite 
for an Egyptian aftrologer ; but J 
was diſpoſed of to an old cloathſ- 
man, the manager refuſing me, ſay- 
ing he had already in his wardrobe, 
.a Black Coat for an Uadertater, A- 
pot becam, or Parſon. 


The dealer in left-off cloaths, 
reſumed Sable, having depoſited 
ES . the 
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the conſideration . which was ex: 
changed for me, ſhifted me into My 
green bag, and marched with me 
again to my old neighbourhood of 
-St. Giles; where I was no ſooner 
arrived, than I began to experience 
the torment of the bruſhes, and re- 
mained twenty-four hours, ſtretched 
upon the rack, and then was deli- 
vered over to a botcher, to repair 
the fractured fibres which the preſs 
had forced aſunder. My old pre- 
ſervative the nap, having like a 
faithleſs friend, abandoned me, when 
I ſtood moſt in need of aſſiſtance, 
My owner having thus furbiſhed me 
up, I was conducted into the ſhop, 
and hung among the better ſort of 
Jecond-band gentlemen; 
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The third day, continued Sable, 
1 was ſummoned into the parlour, 
and was ordered to be tried upon a 
middle-aged gentleman, and met 
with his approbation ; fo leaving his 
former attendant, which was in a 
very bad condition, and paying a 
ſmall fee more to the ſaleſman, he 
conducted me to a ſtreet, near Red- 
Lion-Square, where he aſcended i in- 
to a garret. It being evening, con- 
tinued Sable, I WF, not an oppor- 
tunity of forming any judgment of 
the profeſſion of my new owner, 
though I imagained he was either a 
oreat economiſt, of that. poverty 
and he were joint tenants of the 
apartment; for upon the candle's 
going out (which from a ſeeming 
affection to my unknown maſter, 


= had 
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had long laboured to ſupport life) 
he- retired to reſt, though very ear- 
ly in the evening ;---as ſoon as day- 
light would permit me, continued 
Sable, I began to take an inven- 
tory of the furniture ; which I found 
conſiſted of an old miſerable bed 
and bedſtead, with a coverlet and an 
old blue curtain, which was fixed 
to the fide of the bedſtead ; adjoin- 
ing to the caſement, a white-waſhed 
wall ſerved to keep the wind from 
intruding upon the privacy of the 
repoſed gentleman on the other ſide, 
and alſo to receive that which ſome 
people of a 1 conſtitution, 
carry with them in their pockets. 
A table next preſented itſelf, which 
ſeemed to lament the loſs of a flap, 


that either time, or ſomethin g elſe, 
2 5 ad 


BLACK COAT. 147 
had amputated from it, and which 
was laid acroſs a chair, the cane- 
bottom having given way ; two 
other maimed chairs ſupported them- 
ſelves by leaning againſt the wall, 
one of which fuſtained me; the 
next were two deal boxes, which 
occupied a fourth part of the room, 
one of which wanting a lid, diſ- 
cloſed a confuſed heap of papers, 
amongſt which I faw the cover 'of 


a letter directed to Mr. Stanza ; : - 
and laſtly, a ſhelf that ran the engen 9 
of the room, on which "ay one black —_— 


pudding. 


From the letter and papers in \ the - 
box, continued Sable, I congluded 
1 was now the property of an, aus, 
thor. Early in the morning, Mr. 
H 2 Stanza * 
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Stanza (that being my owner's name) 
got up, and taking down the blue 
curtain, wrapt it about him, ty- 
ing it round with a garter; fo that 
it made a tolerable good morning 
gown, wanting nothing but ſleeves, 
and ſitting down to the table, he 
put the finiſhing ſtroke to a poem, 
and then read it over with great 
ſatisfaction. He next prepared to 
equip himſelf to go out, which 
took up the beſt part of two hours ; 
(including the cleaning his ſhoes, 
and performing ſome very dexterous 
operations on his ſtockings) how- 
ever, at lengh, he was dreſt, and 
carefully rolding up his poem put 
it into his pocket, and after recon- 
noitring the ſtreet door through 
the caſement, {allied forth. Near 

* 
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Gray's-Inn, in Holborn, two men 
ſtept up to him, and one of them 
whifpering him in the ear, inform- 
ed him of a piece of news, that I 
found by his “ rueful length of 
face” was rather diſagreeable to him, 
and theſe two gentlemen conducting 
him to a houſe in Gray's-Inn-Lane, 
I found the bard was under an ar- 
reſt, though I did not imagine a 
poet was within the jurisdiction of 
any court, but the court of cri- 
ticiſm, or that he was liable to 
anſwer any plaint but what aroſe 
within the province of Parnaſſus. 
However, Mr. Stanza was left by 


his two companions under lock and 


key; but as he ſoon began to re- 
cover his ſpirits, I imagined he in- 


tended to remove the plaint, and 


Hz have 
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have his cauſe tried before Apollo, 
but he was the next day, for want 


of bail, removed to the Fleet- Priſon. 


This priſon, continued Sable, tho' 
it is {aid to be the beſt in the king- 
dom, is a moſt ſhocking place, the 
generality of the inhabitants being 
thoſe who have brought themſelves 
here, either by idleneſs or extra- 
vagance, and very few of thoſe bring 
in with them any principle of ho- 
neſty or ſenſe of ibame, or if they 
do, they generally get rid of ſuch 
troubleſome companions in a very 
ſhort time; moſt of them divert 
reflection by amuſement, or drown | 
it by debauchery, which weakens the | 
mind to ſuch a degree, that they 
ſcarce ever aſter are capable of re- 

flection, 


EPFACK'COAT. Io 
flection, as ſome colds take away the 
voice, which is never to be recover- 
ed again; thofe who are forced thi- 
ther by misfortunes, find it diffi- 
cult to maintain their principles; ſo 
naturally and imperceptibly do we 
imbibe the fentiments and manners | 
of thoſe with whom we are ac- 
cuſtomed e Wenverfe. : 


One day being at the billiard ta- 
ble, which is permitted to be ſet up 
Here for the recreation of Gentlemen, 
I recognized the perſon of my in- 
genious companion the ſharper, who 
. it ſeems, had been excelled in his 
own way, and ofitwitted by a bai- 
lf; I muſt confeſs, ſays Sable, if 
it ſhould have happened, that 1 
ſhould ever have had occaſion to 


e H 4 have 
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have enquired for this genius, I 
ſhould have applied to this place, 
if 1 had not found him in the 
printed Regiſter of Deaths publiſhed 
by the Ordinary of Newgate: And 
it is more than probable the latter 
will be yet honoured with his name. 
---But to return to my fellow pri- 
ſoner Mr. Stanza, wiahes- I learn- 
ed, been in his youth a man of 
gaiety, and had with great facility 
run through a pretty fortune, and. 
afterwards run through the ſeveral 
characters of gameſter, fortune- 
hunter, and ſharper, but with very 
indifferent ſucceſs, and had now 
taken up the lucrative calling of a 
poet. The bard, continued Sable, 
whoſe happy diſpoſition was ſupe- 
rior to fate, in two or three days, 
| ; . = _ 


| — — 
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began to be reconciled to his ſitu- 
ation, and applied very cloſely to his 
| profeſſion, conſuming much ink and 
paper; and in three months, that 1 
continued with him there, he had 
wrote three acts of a tragedy, two 
acts of a comedy, almoſt finiſhed a 
dramatick paſtoral entertainment, 
and drawn many characters for farces, 
beſides ſeveral poetical eſſays, which, 
from the want of taſte in the pub- 
liſhers, had been rejected and lay 
dead upon his hands; but the pub- 
lick will have the pleaſure of peruſ- 
ing them them in his works, which 
he intends to publiſh by ſubſerip- 
tion, having already wrote thirty 
pages of a preface for it; add to 
theſe, continued Sable, he was an 


excellent Handycraftſman, and three 
H 5 times 
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times a week, furniſhed the carpen- ; 
ters and joiners of a certain perio- 

dical work with eaſy chairs, wooden 

ſpocons, &c, Fe, Cc.“ the mate 

rials for which, he pilfered from 

the ſtorehouſes of ſeveral eminent. 

Parnaffian merchants, and ſold as 
new.cut from. the Foreft of Parnaſſus, 
daubing. it over by way of diſguiſe, 
with a nafty compoſition of his 
own making. --- You will think, 
continued Sable, from what I have 
related to you concerning Mr. Stanzay 
that he was a man of great erudi- 
tion and genius, as well as induſtry. 
and perſeverance. It muſt be con- 
feſſed, ſays Sable, that if he could not 
| boaſt ſo much of the two former, 


* Vide titles to ſeveral apocoden pager in- 
ſerted in Lloyd's papers. 2 
ag 
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4s ſome authors, it is certain that 
he excelled moſt of them in the 
latter, ſo that what was deficient 
in quality, was amply made up by 
the quantity ; and though it might. 
be alledged againft him, that his 
labours did not any way con- 
tribute to the improvement of his 
readers, or to the rational part of 
them; yet, ſhould he be arraigned. 
by ſome ill-natured critick, for not 
having anfwered the intention of his 
profeſſion, he might, with great 
propriety, plead his head, as wo- 
men at the Old Bailey, ſometimes 


in arreſt of judgment, plead their 


tely, and ik the court ſhould direct 

a jury of criticks to enquire, if he 
had neither wit or learning, they 
would, if it was an impartiał jury, 
2: I 6 Ry 


charged. 
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certainly return non oft imventns, - 
and conſequently, he would be diſ- 

During my abode, continued Sa- 
ble, with Mr. Stanza in this repo- 
fitory for vice and folly, the bard 
had contracted an acquaintance with 
a certain quack, who from the 


length of time he had been here, 
and the viſible decay of his dra- 


pery, was become worthy obſerva- 
tion, as ancient coins become valua- 
ble by ruſt and antiquity. The bills 
of mortality too had long mourned 
his abſence, the number of deaths 
being ſenſibly diminiſhed. during the 
doctor's ſecluſion from the world. 
This gentleman, continued Sable, 
bad tried many ſchemes to regain 


_ 
+ 0 * 


better ſucceſs than any of the 
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his liberty, but hitherto without 
effect; at length he fell upon an 
expedient, that indeed promiſed no 


mer; but the doctor being of a dif- 


poſition not eaſily diſcouraged by 


difficulty, he reſolved to put the 


trial of it in execution; according- 


ly, he drew up an advertiſement, ad- 
dreſſed to unmarried ladies, which he 
put in one of the daily news-pa- 


pers, ſetting forth, that a ſingle 


gentleman of a good family, was 


.confined in the F leet. for an incon- 


ſiderable ſum, and that if any la- 
dy who had a fortune ſufficient to 


enable them to live genteely, with 
the addition of the advertiſer's prac- 


tice in his profeſſion, was willing. 
to dee of a huſband, who would 
make 
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make it liis ftudy to evince his gra- 
titude, he was willing to change hit 


Hare, and might be ſpoke with by 


any lady at the lodge of the Pleet- 
Prifon. ---This ſcheme was looked 
upon. (ſhould it prove ſucceſsful} by 
fome people, as exchanging a tem- 
porary confinement for a perpetual 
ſlavery ;--- but the doctor was one 
of thoſe, who was certain that loeks 
and bolts were more difficult to burſt 
aſunder than the bonds of matri- 
mony, and indeed, in the dockor's 
opinion, there was no tie, either 
divine or human, that was half ſo 
binding as that which was made of 
iron; he likewiſe knew that His 
profeſſion woutd enable him at any 


time, to get rid of a diſagreeable 


ww as well as a troubleſome” pa- 
4 tient, 
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tient. The doctor as I hinted be- 
fore, continued Sable, had received 
much damage in his wardrobe, and 
now conſtantly made his appearance 
in a long morning gown, which 
ſerved inſtead of coat and waiſtcoat, 
and ſome people ſcrupled not to 
ſay, for breeches too; but that I 
had fome reaſon to believe was not 
true, for in order to aid the ſon; 
of Aſculapius: in his matrimonial 
ſcheme, Mr. Stanza, at the doctor's: 
requeſt,. configned me over. to him 
in lieu of the morning gown, that 
the doctor might be able to receive 
any ladies who might apply to him, 
in conſequence of the advertiſements 
and 1 luckily fitted the doctor ex-! 
tremely well.---The ſecond day: af- 
ter advertiſing, the doctor was call- 
1 
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ed down to the lodge, and imme- 
diately obeying the ſummons, he 
was introduced to two young Jadies, 
who J ſoon recollected to be the 
ſame as ſat in the box with me at 
the play-houſe, when the ſharper ſo 
ingeniouſly carried off the old gen- 
tleman's rocqueleau ; theſe ladies 
diverted themſelves for ſometime, at. 
the expence of the doctor, and then 
left him, not a little chagrined at 
this firſt diſappointment ; however, 
he was in the duſk of the even- 
ing again ſummoned to the lodge, 
where he fouud an old lady wait- 
ing for him, whom he politely ad- 
dreſſed : The compact ſhoulders and 
promiſing legs of the doctor, con- 
tinued Sable, drew a more than or- 
dinary attention from this antient 
133 * 
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lady, and influenced her ſo much in 


his favour, that in a very ſhort time 
the match was concladed, and eve- 
ry thing was ſettled for the doctor's 
departure in the ſucceeding morn- 
ing, for which purpoſe, the lady 
gave him a bank note; and left 
him overjoyed with his good for- 
tune. The doctor immediately went 
*0 Mr. Stanza, and acquainted him 
with his ſucceſs, and begged the 
bard would let him keep me, and 
ſet his own price upon me.--- This: 
matter was ſoon ſettled, and I 
remained with the doctor, who ge- 
nerouſly made a preſent of the gown 
to Mr. Stanza. In the morning, 
continued Sable, the lady came to 
her appointment; ; and the doctor 
after having taken leave of his 

5 fellow 
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fellow priſoners, handed the la- 
dy into a hackney coach, and im- 
mediately drove to the temple of 
Hymen, and from thence they went 
a few miles out of town to cele- 
brate the nuptials, and in the even- 
ing came to the lady's houſe in 
Southwark, where the marriage was: 
conſummated. - The facility with 
which this marriage was conduct- 
ed, continued Sable, did not, how- 
ever, outſtrip the eager withes of 
the parties to have it! concluded ; 
the lady was perhaps: ſtimulated by 
charity, and could not ſleep; till ſhe 
had releaſed a man of the doctor's 
figure from miſery; and the doctor, 
1 ſuppoſe, was ne leſs uneaſy, till 
he had once more an opportunity 
of circulating his mgdicines; to the 
5 great 
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great emolument of his good friends 
the Undertakers, whoſe trade had 
languiſhed very much during his 
long confinement. The next morn- 
ing, continued Sable, the doctor 


determined to ſhew himſclf amongſt 


his brethren of the faculty, and ac- 


cordingly conducted me to St. Tho 


mas's Hoſpital ; here he was con- 


gratulated by his acquaintance upon 
recovering his liberty, which the - 
doctor received with an extraordina- 
ry good countenance, During our : 
ſtay in. the womens ward at the hoſ- - 
pital, continued Sable, I recollected, 
amongſt the unhappy creatures, the 
features of the daughter of Mr. Sir- 
lain, who was ſo well recovered 
from a Salrvation,. as to convinces 
ma by her behaviour, that ſhe was 
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an abandoned proſtitute : I was 


itruck with ſurprize and pity, con- 


tinued Sable, to ſee what a wretched 
condition the was reduced to, and 
my cenſure was involuntarily fixed 
upon the ill conduct of her pa- 


rents, but chiefly, upon her mo- 


ther's ill-placed pride and filly: ex- 
pectations, that ſomething might hap- 
pen; a vain hope, ſays Sable, fre- 
quently indulged by weak people, 


and indeed what has happened to- 


this young woman, is too often the 
conſequence of encouraging pride and 
fally in thoſe who have nothing to 
ſupport it. The doctor, continued 
Sable, having perambulated through 


all the hoſpitals the morning would 


admit, returned home to his ſpouſe, 


and in the afternoon, made his ap- 
Fs pearance, 


eee 
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pearance at all the coffee: houſe® 
within the circle of his knowledge. 


The next morning g, continued Sable, 


the taylor brought home a new ſuit 


of cloaths, upon which I was de- 
poſited in the wardrobe. And now, 
my ſon, ſays Sable, . to. his youthful 
companion, I. think, I have per- 


| formed.----Here Sable was unluck- 


ily prevented from concluding his 
adventures, by the entrance of a 
perſon, who took away White, the 
companion and auditor of the ſage 


narrator ; but 'tis preſumed, he had 
only a few words more to have en- 


tirely ended; and as truth has pre- 


ſided over our pen, throughout the 
relation of theſe uncommon adven- 
tures, we are not at liberty to ſet 


down words that were really never 


uttered, 
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Buttered, therefore we choſe to leave 
Sable's laſt ſentence broken, rather 
than put down any thing we have 
not authority for, as ſome hiſtorians 
do. And now gentle reader, we 
take our leave of thee; Yopmyg thou 
haſt received as much pleaſure in 
the peruſal of this delectable hiſto- 
ry, as the relation of it from the 
ſa oy s mouth afforded us. 
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